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| Brotherhood :; 


AN INSIDIOUS NEW 
CONSCRIPTION LAW 


d-men are 
Still liable 


‘AND ALL IN FORCES | 


‘an war (at phe 


FROM 1939-1953 


By Bernard Withers 
to the Central Board for Conscien- 
tious Objectors 

DURING the past few weeks, Parlia- 
. Ment has been busy rivetling the 
Mers of compulsory military service 

°f several million Englishmen. 

hee conscription statute, mis-called — the 

mene! Service Act, has been prolonged for 

Bh tr five years. The Tories nave made it 

fy n that they do not expect it to end there 

2, © Opposition has registered its protest 

faking conscription as a matter of 


14 
"retary 


Kut) Government ant Opposition — are 
Ngteed that WW must be continued, and that 
“e perfod of service must be two years, 
70 the Act will be in force until the end 
ALE but, even af it is not prolonged 
sei Men who reach the age of 18 before 
in dary, 1959, will still be serving part-time 
1964; and, since a man is liable until he 
tnar he may be deferred and not called up 
til he ig 28, and so may be serving in 197], 


Wa the MPs know ? 


ty his is what Parliament has committed us 
he (stMost certainly, they were not aware of 
k pecauons as cones ae will 
Topped allogether i the ct #8 not 
tinewed {ny 1958. 
i But contingencies which appear fantastic 
N the present haye a way of acquiring a 
Mantle of reasonableness in the future, and 
When we have been accustumed (o conscrip- 
“08 through another half decade, it any 
"en be argued that it is only fair to carry 
oO with conscription for ever, Hf wis 
‘Onseripted, why xhould my young brother 
Sieane ? 
the point has been laboured because it 
i nc¥8s how the evil perpetuates itself. Give 
Army conscripts, and for evermore it will 
wat it cannot do without them. Persuade 
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of becomes a matter of mere argument (and 

Pirty politics) when the now becomes then. 
Myint even more insidious is the new con- 
ange tion measure which was given a quiet 
hia Unobtrusive reading after the Opposition 
Spent itself in the mack battle over the 
“tonal Service Act. 

This is the Navy, Army and Alr Force 
Reserves ill. Its effect, briefly, is to collect 
"Yeryone who wus either a volunteer or a 
‘ouscript in any of the Forces, between £939 
Nt £948 (thint is, alt the Z, G and similar 
Terervists), jogether with all the National 
isetee inen conscripted between 1949 and 
754; place then: all in (he ordinary reserves 
" the ihree services; und make then oll 

~~ @ Continued on Page 6 
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THE COURAGE OF 


SENATOR JOHNSON 


iP 100,000 American students could be sent 

ity {oO Russia and 100,000 Russhin students 

bed he brought to the US to study, it would 

a of ihe beat things we could do for 
7°,” 


polliat was the idea an American Senator, 
en Johnson, of Colorado, put to a dele- 
con of war resisters who interviewed him 
The delegation, which came from 
phver, included members of the War 
Listers’ League, the Women’s International 
G'8ue and the United World Federalists. A 
Pigg Cessmian, Ryron Rogers, was also inter- 
4 re, 


| Ky fereased support for the famous Senate 
olution calling for world disarmament was 
ty Of the main issues the delegation wished 
it, Press, Senator Johnson was one of the 
iy Donsors of that Resolution. The group 
hited the Senator and Congressman of their 
tng Ing in any moves to abolish conscription 
Uni ta strengthen the constructive work of the 
ling ted Nations. They were disquieted at the 
Hy “th of “McCarthyism” and “the setting 
fy, Of concentration camps for use in some 
emergency.” 
1h, mn UN membership, Senator Johnson 
bye ed that the principles of the Organisation 


3 iy hot include keeping opt national repre 


‘iy lives because one did not approve of their 
:PYemmenss. Mainland China therefore, he 
) }*ved, should be admitted. 


4% local radio station and a newspaper with 
.Guarter of a million circulation ran the 
Finger War Resistera’ news release after the 
) *iview, 


ug 


Non-Violence : 


December 11, 7953 


‘THE 


Freedom 


By 


FOURPENCE (US. 5 


By Fenner Brockway Wi.P. 


EPHE Goverament’s Colonial Policy has now become a menace 
* to everything that is good—to liberty, to racial harmony, to peace. 
Phe Labour Party has rightly decided to place a motion of censure on the 


Order Paper. 

The original intention was to table this 
motion at the end of the debate on Brittsh 
Guiana, dt was withheld only in order not to 
prejudice any further negotiations between 
Mr. Lyttelton and the Kabaka of Buganda 
and, subsequently, the delegation from: the 
Lukiko af Buganda (its Great Council). 


This generous decision was grossly mis- 
represented by the Press ay a surrender to 
Mr. Lyttelton, Ge was acclaimed as having 
gained a triumph in the debate. 


I can assure veaders of Peace News that 


there is no intention to retreat. 


BLUNDERS 

In the Uganda debate the Colomal Sceretary 
spoke more reasonably than usual, but he 
faued to meet the main ermicisms of Labour 
spokesmen—and in addition to Uganda thete 
are the lengthening series ol) blunders and 
worse in Kenya, Nyasaland, Northern Rho- 
desia, Nigeria and British Guiana. 

the Kabaka of Buganda has been deposed 
and deported for three alleged reasons } 


1. Phat he desires to separate Buganda (the 
largest province) from the rest of Uganda. 


2. That he desires to make it an independent 
Kingdom under the Foreign Olice. 
3. That he opposes representation of the 


Lukiko in the Legislative Council. 

Vhe reasons for the Kabaka’s attitude are 
two. 

The first is the fear that Buganda and 
Uganda may be brought within an East 
African Federation (on the model of Central 
African Federation) which would be dami- 
nated by the white settlers of Kenya. 


the speech of Mr. Oliver Lyttelton to the 
East African Dinner last June created this 
fear, and it with take more than his subse- 
quent assurances to remove it, 


The second is the fear that Uganda is being 
diverted from its historically recognised goal 
us oan African State. There are already 
European and Indian minorities in the 
protectorate, and the Europeans are likely to 
grow with the discovery of capper in. the 
Mountain of the Moon and the exploitation of 
other minetal resources. 


PRIVILEGES 


Afticans do not object to the coming of 
technicians, but they resent the extension ol 
privileges to them. 

They bad hoped that the new constitution 
would reflect an advance towards an African 
State. It does not da soe. Phe combined 
Tepresentalion of the European and Indian 
minorities cquils that of the vast African 
majority. Vhis is the main reason why the 


Kabaka has advised that the bukiko of 
Buganda should boycott the Legislative 
Council. 

The effect of the two fears which | have 


described hay been to make Buganila close in 
on itself as a means of defence. 

Whitever happens in other purti of 
Upanda, the people of Bogunda are deter- 
mined to rexist ineorporation in an East 
African Vhite-domiauted Fedeniion and to 
go forward fo the establishment) of an 
African society. 

{ would personally regret the separation of 
Buganda from the rest of Uganda and Lt want 
to see Uganda advance unttedly towards 
independence. 

But | do not believe fer one moment 
bee the separation ef HBuganda is the real 
NOU, 


Eisenhower’s proposals 

FIMIE proposals presented by  Presideut 

Eisenhower to the UN Assembly covered 
the following potuts + 

That there shall be agreed conicibations by 
the Powers of uranium aud fissionable 
wuterials to wn fatermalianal atomic ehurgy 
ageacy to be set up under the aegis of the 

” Unifed Nations, 

The initial contributions would be small, pre- 
sumably undl such dine as there was a 
growth of confidence in the proposed ugency. 

Scicaiifie measures should be tken to casuce 
that the stocks of the propased agency would 
be inne to surprise seisure. 

It should be the responsibility of the agency to 
devise methods hy which die fissionahble 
outtesial could be nliucated to serve peaceful 
buTpOReSs tas Agricolinge, medicine and clee- 
trical energy for “ihe powerntarved ares 

Of the world.” 

On the Dasis of these prrangements there wold 
he nmwisures for the encouragement of 
iiwestigation inte the most effective pesce- 
thing Uses Of tixsionable waterial; and tor 
the diminution of the destructive power of 
he wurkl’s aiomle stuck piles. 


— eee 


the other Provinces are also demanding sell- 
government. Uf the British Government would 
work out with representatives of all the 
Provinces a politcal plan for the rcalisation of 
independence for the whale of Uganda, there 
would be no danger of the separahion of 
Buganda from Uganda. 


The dictatorial action of the British Gov- 
erament in Upanda iv only dhe last of a 
series of iniperialisd crimes. 

The suspension of the British Ciniana 
coustitution, the appalling effects of the “Shoat 
to Kall? Ordinance in Kenya, the threat to 


use force in Nigeria if the Action Party 
insists Re the exclusion of the Western 
Region from federation, the imposition of 


Central African Federation despite the opposi- 
tion of the African population--all these are 
parts of one reactionary pattern that threatens 
tu antagonise the greater part of the colonial 
peoples 

The Labour Partly will be speaking for 
farge sections of the people of Britain ouiside 
fis own ranks in condenming the policy of Mr. 
Dytelion and the Government. 


WHAT WILL THEY DO ABOUT 
THE ATOM NOW? 


The United Nations Security Council in session, 


Leading Churchmen discuss world situation, declare— 


WE ARE FORBIDDEN TO WAGE 


' jit: President of the Methodist Confercuer, 

fhe Chilrman of the Congregational Union 
of Enghud and Wales and a number of other 
leading Charchinen—all pacifisive-issucd the 
followin statement Last week after meetlag ia 
private coufercnce to discasa ihe preset inies- 
national sitmation : 

“We, who have inet together at this tie 
in conference, wish, in the midst of preseat 
ward (vosions, to affirm aur faith and we 
do soi the following terms: 


“That Love, as revealed and interpreted 
in the dife and death af Jesus Christ, 
mvalves more than we have vet seen, thal 
it ia the only power by which evil can be 
overcome, aud the only anfficient basis of 
huis society. 


“That, in order to establish a world- 
order based on Lave, it is incuibent iupen 
fhose wha believe in this principle to arcepr 
it fully, both for themselves aad in relation 
to others, and to tke the fsks involved 
in doing sa in a world which does not as 
vel accept it. 

LIFE SERVICE OF LOVE 

" That, therefore, us Chiiahang, we are 
forbidden to wage war, and that our 
loyaliy to our country, te hunanity, to the 
Church Universal, and to Sesus Christ our 
Lord und Master, calls ue instead to a life- 
service for the enthronement of Love in 
renal soci, conmmercial and aational 
ifs. 


“That the Pawor, Windom and Love of 


Clad stretch fac beyond the limiis uf aur: 


present expericncs, and that He ja ever 
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icy 
BIG DEMONSTRATION 
TOMORROW 


(pNE of the largest ali-day poster 

marches in recent years will take 
place tomorrow, Saturday, in the 
vicinity of the Colonial Office and 
Whitehall to demand a new colonial 
policy and an end to warfare, repres- 
sion, deportation and “5s. a head” 
shootings. 


Every London reader of Peace News ehle 
to spare an hour or more between 9 am. 
and 4 p.m. on Saturday to carry @ paster 
will be welcomed at the headquarters of 
the Congress af Peoples Againte Imperialism, 
8 Gayfere Street. Great Peter Street, Waest- 
minster, S.W.1. The first paraders with scart 
to assemble at 8.30 a.m, 


The demonstration is being organised by 
the Cangress of Peoples Against tmperialiso 
(Chairman, Fenner trockway, MP), with the 
assistance of the Landon Area of the Peace 
Pledge Union, the WNon-violent Resistance 
Group and London members of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. 
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Uitatiing 


WAR 


Wailing to break forth into humien fife an 
new and larger ways, i Fa 
* That sinve Giod manifests Himself ia the 
world through men and women, we offer: 
ourselves to Him for Hin. redenipive- 
puspoas, io be used by Him in whatever way 
ie may reveal to us.” : 4 
A full stulement on the conference is in 
reparation, Peace News was 


Signatories ta the letier are: 


CANON ©. B) RAVEN, former Vice-Chancellor Gf Gane 022 


bridge University, Piotdent of ihe Fellowship. af 
Ricveetalas gid Chaniaa ot the Oonferenge: 
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0, COMBER, CHARLES 4. COUGHON. 


gationsl Union of Engiand and Wales) PENNAG 
DAVIES, Principal, Brees ‘Theologitul “Ualiege ; 
RGBERT DAVIPS, Chaiman of the Prism’ Peace 
@onunities (Quakers) } JOA. FREGUYON, — Vitee 
President of ihe Tok, Member 8f UNA faeanive } 
CANGN |, W, ORENBTER? 0. BR. GRIEF, 


Twat, -Hoptiet Theological Catlege, Cardiff, : 
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Syngman Rhee disdains 
Bermuda 


1*. SYNGMAN RHEE thinks very little of 
the Bermuda meeting. “ Conferences are 
a waste of time and money,” he says. 


PEACK NEWS 


Seer rrr rrr rt rr tire 


3 Mlackstock Ro, bandon. hes the thing to do is to fight Communists ; 
STAmford and Dr. Khee has flown over to Formosa to 
a confer with Chiang Kai-shek on the formation 
of an anti-Communist front in the Pacific, in 


preparation for a pact of military alliance. 


Hill 2262 (three ines) 


We have Jittle doubt that these plans arise 
from the resolve of the American Government 
in future to fight Astans with Asians, and that 
Rhee has been discussing with Chiang the 
bringing over of troops from Formosa should 
the Korean war be resumed, 


BERLIN AND AFTER 


AS we go to Press we learn that the repre 
4% sontatives of the Powers mecting at Ber- 
muda liave replied agreeing fo the suggestion 
for a d’our-Power discussion and that Presi- 
dent Ensenhower is to address the United 
Nations Assembly on the threat of atom and 
hydrogen bomb preparation, 


Phe danger from the standpoint of peace is 
that both these men and the people surround- 
ing them are very anxious that it shall be 
resumed: and that they have powerful 
backers in the US Republican Party. 

As we write, we do not know what the 
President is to say or what, apart from accept: 
ance, the nole from the three Powers is to 
comain. 


What seems to be intended for the speech 
at UN is the very much deferred implementa- 
y 1 ‘ wy 
tion of “ Operation Candour. 


The President will at last disclose some- 
thing of the extent and character of the ee 
paration for atomic warfare, Instead o 
addressing the American public, however, he 
will address the world; and he will make, We 
ave informed, a particular appeal to the USSR 
to co-Operate in a plan to bring this  mon- 
strous developmicnt under control, After that 
the matter will presumably be one of the 
questions (o be brought up for discussion at 
the Berlin mecting. 

Whatever (the Russian response, atomic 
development will imevitably dominate the dis- 
cussions at Berlin, for now that the two great 
world powers are comparably equipped with 
these means of destruction the arpearn to 
the setdement of international problems must 
take on a new character. 

The atms race is finished. The threat on 
exch side is absolute, ft cannot be affected 
or modified by anything that is added. 


Roth America and Russia may continue 
with the preparation of further wholesale 
lethal instruments such as the GB” to which 
we refer in another column. — These things 
provide an occupation that fascinates the mili- 
tary scientists and provides them with still 
nore exceedingly nasty toys. They do not 
affect the essentials of the arms race, however, 
because this has already reached the point of 
absolute destructive power ; the possibility of 
“negotiation from strength” is something 
that belongs to past history. 

iV “aggression” takes place in the future it 
will not be a defiance of enemy power, but a 
challenge to the world to. prevent it by un: 
jeashing universal destruction. The safety of 
ihe world depends therefore on a willingness 
on the one side to forego such things as the 
enforced coup detat in Czechoslovakia of 
1948; and on ihe other side upon a capacily 
to keep control of its political lunatics who 
are ready to encaurage people like Chiang 
Kai-shek fo ignite the fuse. 


* 

We have na doubt that these basic facts 
will be recognised at Berlin, What we doubt 
is whether the capolunignary implications of 
the new situation are being faced. Thus, what 
we can expect from a successful conference 
will be a general agreement not to stir things 
up in any way, to “let sleeping dogs lie, 
This will probably mean that no substantial 
change will be contemplated regarding the 
situation in Germany, that in Korea there 
will be a readiness to accept a continued par- 
tilion rather than riak the resumption of war, 
and we may even find a readiness to apply 
some kind of similar solution to the problem 
of Indo-China. 

Something like this is probably the most 
that can be hoped for. It is, of course, well 
worth having, for it will give the powers a 
pissing mics in which they can contem- 
plate the basic problems they have ta face 
and which will then begin to reveal them- 
s¢lves. hese follow from the fact that a world 
in which it is really accepted that war must 
be oullawed must be a basically different 
workd 


If, as we must hope, the Berlin meeting 
proves “ success, there will inevitably be 
much to say in Peace News regarding the 
necessary measures to ensure that a temporary 
success docs not collapse after a year or two 
in disastrous failure. For the present we will 
point toy one factor. 


The economy of the Western powers today 
if an armaments economy, just as was the 
Hitler economy in the between-war years. 

There is no need to envisage such a miracle 
as representatives of Hritish Conservatism, US 
Republicanism and Russian Communism 
deciding upon total disarmament to realise 
that even a limited success at Berlin must have 
powerful consequences for a Western economy 
that hinges upon American policy. 

Uven a cessation of armaments expansion 
and an end to stock-piling must have major 
consequences tor the West. 

That 4 competitive capitalist economy 
requires continuous expansion, war or break- 
down is nat a wicked Marxist conception, 
peculiar to Russian teaching. It is something 
thut the majority of exponents of British 
Labour Party policy taught up to 1945; and il 
ik true. 


To face this fact is not pessimism. It is 
fo accept that a temporary pacilication reached 
at Herlin niust inevitably be the preliminary ta 
more sadicul changes if the world is to be 
aaved, 

Such changes can Ivad, not anly to peace, 
but to a warld in which poverty may bo 
banished and the “free world” changed from 
a cold war slogan into a reality, 


Fear in Africa 


his statement justifying the forcible 
dethronement of the Kabaka of Buganda, 
Mr. Lyttelton makes it clear that this develop- 
ment is a consequence of the imposition of 
Central African Federation on nearby terri- 
tories. 


IN 
a 


Uganda, and no doubt other areas of the 
African continent, fear the same fate as that 
which has befallen Nyasaland. 


Mr. Lyttelton says to the Kabaka: “ Her 
Majesty’s Government can and does say that, 
unless there is a substantial change in public 
opinion in the protectorate, including that of 
the Baganda, the inclusion of the protectorate 
in an East African Federation will remain 
outside the realm of practical politics even 
in the more distant future. The Secretary of 
State is confident that you will agree that in 
this statement he has given you safeguards 
which cannot fail to be regarded as satis- 
factory.” 


Following a few months after what has been 
done to the peoples of Nyasaland and North- 
ern Rhodesia there is something very un: 
pleasant about the self-righteous expectation 
that the people of Buganda will readily accept 
such assurances, 


The right to decide 


They have no reason to expect that they 
will be considered when it suits the moneyed 
interests to over-ride their views. 


The development of an East African 
Federation would mean the linking of Uganda 
governmentally with Kenya, and it is not difli- 
cult to appreciate that the fears of the people 
of Uganda about the possibility of such a 
change are very real, 


Uganda has been regarded as having per- 
haps the most contented population of any of 
the African colonial areas and the attitude of 
the Lukiko (the Grand Council), of which 
the King was simply the mouthpiece is all 
the more significant. 


All the measures that the African people 
in both Uganda and Central Africa are scek- 
ing to resist are justificd as being necessary 
for industrial development ; industrial develop- 
ment means increased investments from out- 
side sources of capital ; increased investments 
require measures to see that they are safe. 
Thus any chance of Africans controlling their 
own alfairs recedes. 


Already the decision as to the way in which 
their country is to be developed has been 
taken out of their hands. Every step along 
this road removes further any possibility of 
the Africans controlling their own destiny. 


In reply to the enquiry submitted by the 
Lukiko asking for the fixing of a date upon 
which their country may resume its” in- 


Q)N the weckend just past, November 27-29, 
“ 1953, the Third Camp Conference held in 
New York witnessed the first attempt of 
radical pacilists, on the one hand, and radical 
anti-war socialists, on the other, to explore 
their agreements and disagreements and to 
consider possibilities of joint action. A fairly 
extensive report of the conference will be 
available betore long. In the space at my 
disposal here, 1 wish to dwell on two aspects 
of the meeting, perhaps the most interesting 
and important. 


In the first place, we were surprised at the 
number of greetings and longer messages, 
eo Deially from outside the United States, 
which arrived in spite of the very short time 
which ¢lapsed—a couple of weeks—between 
the priniting of the Cali and the date of the 
conference itself, 


Supporters in Europe 


The message speaking for the largest 
orgamsed group was from Mosaburo Suzuki, 
chairman of the Social Democratic (Left wing 
Socialist) Party of Japan. Others were from 
Fenner Brockway, MP; Dr. Leon Szur, of the 
Congresa of Peoples Against Inperialism ; 
Dick Beech, editor of the Chemical Worker, 
organ of the Chemical Workers Union, to 
mention three of those from England. 


From the continent those who wrote 
included Michel Crozier, editor of La Tribune 
dea Peuples, Paris; Prof. Nikolaus Koch, the 
German pacifist whose name is well known to 
Peace News readers and who called our 
attention 10 a Swiss group, hitherto unknown 
to us, called “New Way"; and Rev. Kryn 
Stryd, of Holland who sent progcammatic 
inaterial about a movement called “ Third 
Way,” which also clearly has a Third Camp 
orientation, 

One of the most moving letters came from 
a small group of German Social Democratic 
Party members deeply troubled by the 


Ser SS 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


dependent status it is said that ‘the Secretary 
of State does not consider it possible to set 
a time-table for constitutional advance.” 


OF course not. 


No contractual undertaking, upon which 
they may build with any certainty, is ever 
given to a colonial people. ‘The right to make 
decisions is always kept in imperial hands. 
The decision that will give independence will 
never be arrived at untess the subject peoples 
find some meang of compelling it. 


Mr. Lyttelton is the prisoner of the colonial 
policy of his party; indeed of a policy that, 
in essentials, his party shares with the Labour 
Party. 


With the African peoples taking seriously 
the claims made by Europeans to be the 
defenders of freedom and democracy, the 
Labour Party will be in no better position to 
deal with subject peoples-—should Mr. Grifliths 
take over from Mr, Lyttelton---unless it brings 
a radically different approach to the question. 


Such an approach requires the giving of 
specific undertakings of future independence 
to subject peoples in a manner that they can 
understand, measure and test. 


These undertakings having been given, a 
great deal more attention should be paid to 
the present wishes of the colonial peoples and 
wholchearted co-operation be given in the 
field of education. This would provide, in 
as short a period as possible, the basis upon 
which independent democracy may be 
founded. 


National Service and 


sexual morality 


PANE Methodist Recorder, a journal which 
puts a gloss on things military and therefore 
finds itself embarrassed by Dr. Soper’s Presi- 
dency of the Methodist Conference, has tricd 
fo refute his statement that “ Christians should 
not be surprised if a mixture of paganism and 
national conscription has weakened the resist- 
ance of many young people to temptations 
which otherwise they would have resisted,” 
The Methodist 
November 12: 


Recorder commented on 


“It is not known whether there is any 
evidence to warrant paganism and National 
Service being bracketed together in this evil 
alliance. There will probably be some indig- 
nant denials of it, and some anger at the 
singling out of National Service as one of 
the chief causes of the evil (of homosexu- 
ality and other perversions).” 


The following weck the Rev. Dennis Ff. 
Janney, DD, replied in a lever to the editor 
of the Recorder: 

“My experience of National Service is 
that it provides a stimulus for sexual licence, 
not only because the soldier is away from 
his home influences and restrainis, but 
because he eats, sleeps and works with his 
fellow Servicemen. ‘This means, unlike the 
ordinary worker in community, he is never 
able to get away froin the subject of sex, 
and its pull. Only the strongest morally can 
withstand such a pull.” 


Mr. McGovern’s evidence 


The Rev, Hickman-Johnson followed with 
a letter drawing the Editor’s attention to a 
passage in a specch by Mr, McGovern (which 
the Recorder could not bring itself to print) 
during the National Service Debate in which 


The “Third Camp” Conference 


nationalist trends in their Party. They pro- 
duce a thousand copies of a small paper called 
Sparks, which hag a Third Camp outlook. 


From one of our Peacemaker members now 
doing graduate work at Oxford came a report 
about a Chinese Third Camp group which, 
amazingly, seems to have adherents both on 
Formosa and the mainland and in Hong Kong. 
The research branch of this movement is 
known as the Chu Lieu Socicty, led by Prof, 
Lo Meng-tze, author of a volume which has 
been translated into English under the title 
* Declaration of Human Welfare.” 


bhhbhhhhdhdh hhh ttt ht hte tty 


LETTER FROM U.S.A. 
By A. J. Muste 


ROCCO POROTE REV GOEHAVAS DTD EGEHOR CORE RUDE DE ROAPOEHEPDRuSDeD 


eeeeeeccere 
seewersenee 


Incidentally, two of our well known US 
novelists, Norman Mailer and James ‘I. Farrell, 
expressed interest in the conference. 


The fact indicated by these communica- 
tions that the least expression of anti-war, 
anti-capitalist and anti-Stalinist thought and 
activily in the WS calls forth great 
enthusiasm everywhere clse in the world has 
a sobering effect upon us. Our forces here 
are small indeed. Nevertheless, we shall 
continue to do our ulmost. 


The other aspect of the Conference on which 
[ wish to comment fas to do with philosophy 
and programme, When pacifisis who have 
perhaps had little contact with Marxist thought 
and activity and Marxists or former Marxists 
who have had no contact with real pacitists in 
the flesh and, very fikely, held the contempt 
for pacifism which characterised and stihl 
largely characterises the Communist movement, 
come together for the first time, they need 
to “feel each other oul,” and each hag to 
some extent to learn a new language. 


From the pacifist or Gandhian point of view 


rs 


Fu Lae 


the Glasgow MP recalled his period of sr 
vice in the Navy and said: 


“For a period of five months I found I 
was being chased round the barrack kava 
lories and everywhere by men in the Naty 
who wanted to commit unnatural offence 
for which noble people have been charge 
in court in the Tast few months. 


school 
the In 
“infor 
Which 

Cirrent 


' 
‘i have seen young men packing 80! 
unpacking hammocks for five hours in te 
night because they refused to submit 
pelty oflicers’ demands along these lines. 


In th 

“Do not tell me there is any grea Te 
Christianising and moralising force in thls texth 
That is why t object to boys of 18 yeaa calle, 
of age being conscripted, woul 
“YT would rather see men grown i! : pes 
greater experience and knowledge and abl ah 
to defend themselves against the evils thal ee 
the Porees have thrown up in this county ae 
by the collection of men together without — a a 
a family influence, or the influence ol | ae 
women in the home.” i ; 
It is time the Methodist Recorder dropped event 
the language of War Office handouts am studi 
instead, put a spotlight on the evils ver, 
National Service. that 
Panis 

hii 

66 GB 9 revive 

V YE published last week news of the new oa 
means to genocide reported upon in We Erin 
American magazine, Collier's: Gi, a deauy prese 
poison gas that it is claimed is being man | rod 
factuted both by the USA and the USSR. the E 
A curious aspect of the article is tt Posed 
refusal to discuss whether anything cao CONT, 
done to stop its use and manufacture > only 
international agreement. : aie 
ima 

This new threat is not presented as anothe! dated 
important matter that should stand beside M The 
atom and hydrogen bombs as a subject mak; 
negollation on the disarmament commissiom The 
Means of protection are to be sought in tHe thon mi 
provision of gas masks when the Art oy of 
Chemical Centre is able to obtain more mone t With be 
for research in order to enable it to product — 


the right type of gas mask, and also mor 
money for the atropine injectors that will @ BAC 
required for use ag an antidote and of whic! { 


only half a million have so far been stocke Concli 
Whereas these purely defensive preparatio® | [jp in 
have been retarded tor lack of funds, it of a del 


clear that measures for the American develof 


Tho; 
i 1 omas 
ment of the gas have been pressed forward. 


Pacifist 


What 
The General and Geneva |v i; 4 

On the question of prohibition of the jylonestt 
use of this gas the article quotes Brigadie™ ] j than 


General Creasy, Chief of the Army Chemit® © seen 


ths 

Centre ut Edgewood, Maryland: nt pues 
0 

“In 1928, when Russia ratified the Gene |! Seems 
Protocol of 1925 restricting the use of g* breat 
warlare and bacteriological wartare, 8) ogress 
very carefully stated her reservations $4 MY reac 

the protocel, These reservations release Ace, 

Russia from observing it in the event of MA Jeo, 
violation by an enemy state, and boul ONvictian 


her only with regard to states which ravifi® YOu can 
the protocol, ‘Phe United States never bY* 2 Pom yy; 
ratified it. Therefore, Russia is under a4 
obligation to abide by the protocol so 1 

as the United States is concerned.” 


© turi 

It does not apparently suggest itself to at) me that 
of the people who supplied the data for thi bot h es 
article that there is any need for the USA 1! Ute hold 
justily her refusal to ratify this provecdh } “tance 
adding similar reservations to those stated bY — 
Russia, 66 


The State Department regards the protoct! 
as inadequate, we are informed. One woul 
have thought that in an article of this kit®] 
some consideration of the provisions they 
poule make it adequate might not be out of 
place. 


it seems to me clear that such a group ag the 
Independent Socialist League here (former! 
connected with the Trotskyist movement) give? i 
evidence of having moved far from tradition? 
disregard for democracy and tendencies a 
minimise the problem of means in achievile 
social change, when it joins in a Declaratio? 
which contains the following sentences : 


Hands and means 


“We are agreed that the revolutionalY 
movement must adhere firmly to democracy 
both within its own ranks and for society Mt 
large. Hs aim must be to organise the people 


will for the broadest and mast democrall’ 
political and social struggle, not to seck at! 
“easy” way to power by the action of 4 walt 
narrow clite . .. It is not a matter of indi! } ¢ 
ference to us how this power is achieved. | Bane jac 
“We recognise that proclaiming the mo 7 It will “ 
noble and ideal ends and justifying any meats — tnerous | 
in order to achieve these ends, is characterist!® — ' 
of both the power blocs and both regime — 4 {%e hav 
which in eur view are responsible for t Deni still 
desperate state of mankind today. We do na Linn for 
wish to copy this pattern and we are sensill® | y%9ne if 
of the moral and political restraints whic" | tive ! am 
always need lo be placed on power . . . £ | thoe Ake 
reject such means ol struggle ag tend to crea? | 9 Mble of 
a dominating bureaucracy over the moveme | hare in 
of the people, thus removing them from | And wil 
exercise of real power.” | 'Y much 
FOOTNOTE, OR RAY OF SUNSHINE? : 


On November 6 I reported about an Air Jiote® — Ay 

lieutenant being dismisse a security TEM Ount t 
iguienant being dismissed as a security th You . 
because his father occasionally read a Com — oy leg 
munist paper and his marricd sister will Pleayine : 
whom he maintained only slight contact, ha NB 4 


; ae 5 by 
some radical associations. Secretary of he © 4 
Air Force, Harold E. Tatbott, has reinstated 2° make 
First Licut, Milo J, Radulovich: * He ig no’ fy 
in my opinion, a security risk.” AY “Map alle 
(The * Thied Cump ” und Asia—page 4) J gine” t 
4 "he ppard 


Sithain ie. 3 


Hed his period of st 
said: 


five months T found ! 
yvund the barrack [ave 
e by men in the Nav 
mit’ unnatural offence 
»ple have been charged 
ew months. 


Text books are a 
cold-war problem 


THE American Lexthook Publishers husti- 
lute hay published in booklet form a 
letter Writien by one of ifs members to a 
school superintendent. ‘he purpose,  silys 
the Institute, is to convey to the public 
IMormation about textbook — publishing 
Which micht be useful in dealing with the 
“Urtent controversies over textbooks.” 
In the couse of the letter, the writer says: 
Texthooks, particularly social studies 
textbooks, are written in what might be 


ung men packing and 
s tor five hours in te 
refused to submit 1 
Is along these lines. 


e there is any Brea 4 
oralising force in this, 


's of yoart : ” . 
t to boys of [BY Py) called ao climate. of opinion. You 


pied, P] woutd expect to find in a world history, 
see men grown 1 Published in the middle fartivs, stat 
id knowledge and able Menty ahout Russia, our military ally, 


Which would not be made today about 
Russia, our “cold war’ eneny, Emphases 
M social studies texts of the depression 
Years are not the same ay those in social 
Studies teats of today, Changes in both 
the climate of opinion and the march of 


against the evils thi 
wwn up in this county 
men together witholl 
or the influence | 


dist’ Recorder dropped venty call for frequent revision of social 


Ollice handouts an Studies materials. Unfortunately, how- 
aht on the evils Cer, schooly have been slow to see to if 
that their books in history, government, 
CConomics, and sociolowy are up to date. 
B» Publishers, too, may have been slow to 


revise their books, Uniil recently, they 
lave perhupy not been sufficiently aware 
Of the quick chanees in the climate of 
inion which have been induced by the 


veek news of the nel 
© reported upon in tht 
lier’s: GB, a deadly 


Present ideological conflict, We should 
also face the fact that ino many instances 
the schoaly have been forced by the sup- 
Posed voonomy of long-term adoption 
Contracty to retain in use books which 
Only the most expert teaching can 
reconcile 10 marked changes in the 
Climate of opinion. The use af such ou 
dated hooky makes the schaoly vulnerable, 
te professional agitator knows it and 
Makes the most of it. 
, The pamphlet explains that the informa 
“On might be helpful to the reader in case 
OMe of the books he is using are charged 
Mth being “ collectivist or subversive.” 


aimed is being man 
‘A and the USSR. 
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ther anything can be 
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1 presented as anathel 
hould stand beside (ht 
mbs as a subject lf 
mament commission 


ie to be sought in the 
ks when the Army 
to obfain more mong | 
renable it 19 product 
mask, and also ne 
injectors that will b BA } 
ae and of whic CK FROM RUSSIA | 
e so far been stocke* | 
defensive preparatio® 
lack of funds, it 


the American develo? 
en pressed forward. 


 Conchuding an article on " What it was 
like in’ Russia,” following a visit: ay leader 
OF a delegation to study Soviet agriculture, 
Thomas Christensen writes ia the Danish 
Pacifiss journal, " Pacifisten”: 


What about the government? Have the 


and Geneva} tn jn Moscow imperialistic designs? 


prohibition of th? ya lonestly we do not know any more about 
icle quotes Brigadic¢® Ppt than when we left home. But after we 


if the Army Chemicil thy © seen something of the cnormous country 
ryland; "al ussia is, and seen what great problems 
Ye to be solved within ifs own boundaries, 


i Stems to sound reliable when they talk of 


a a Steat targets they have set for increased 
sl} Ogress and cducation, and which they can 
WT reach if they have a period of lasting 
Peace, 


sia ratified the Geneva 
acting the use of 
logical warfare, 
her reservations 
reservations release 
it in the event of - A lecturer at a university, a Communist by 
ny state, and boithe nViction, said: ° Comnvanism is not a thing 
© states which ranliel {fou can force upon a nation. We believe in 
tited States never ie igtmunism, but we Know that we shall prove 
Russia is under # th Strength by results. We need peace to form 
: eee so fF phe Cammunist society which is our aim.” 
ik try © turn home with a feeling that it is not 
suggest itself to al) }_ 2M that side that world peace is threatencd 
lied the data for tt we especially when on the way home we 
need for the USA 1} i old of a newspaper in Stockholm with an 
ratify this protocdh ty tance hy Foster Dulles. 
ns to those stated — 


“May I come in?” 


regards the protodd WEXHE circulation of Peace 
aformed. One wot News is about 11,000, so 
article of this kine that this appeal from the 


the provisions (ha; 


might not be out Td eae 
; c ¢ 


read by at feast 25,000 people. 
1 wane £250 for the PPU 
Headquarters Fund by the end 
of the year, which Is £1 for 
every bunt pe tia i 

a opr : 1 believe that i could as 
Bone i SSE Ny a Nit) personally every reader for 3d. 
R ie as (ona i. One would refuse, but, unfortunately, much 
Cae (rote Cnt wee | should like to be able to have a talk 
: you, that is not possible 


Coe enc 


7 and tendencies 1 

‘means in achicvild |! know that the printed word cannot have 

dings in a Declaratio? Ny Same effect as a personal appeal, and it is 

ng sentences ; ule as easy as asking everyone for 3d. Burt aed 
Me, Wing for the many readers who have helpe 


taise £634 for the Peace Pledge Union this 
r, | think that | probably know another 500 


Yea 
{the You personally who would not hesitate to 
Spo 


t revolutionaly 
firmly to demoeracy: 
is and for society # 


{ nd willingly, especially at Christmas, if 
organise the people! 
1 


come and say “We just can’t let the 


pul 
6 ie i P i . for 
be mast democrat por Wiley ous please: Giese 
gle, nat to seck 4 
by the action of # you would get out your cheque book or your 


cillee or purse at once, And, of course. | 
thvld add that your gift will be worth more 
2 10s. because by helping us to reach £900 
Will make it possible for us to claim that 
Nerous promise of the last £100. 


e have reached our aim each year so far 
Nd | still believe that we are going to do so 
nin, for you would be as disappointed as 
and we are sensible | pone if we failed. So will you jus¢ imagine 
cal restrainta whict | #1 am asking you personally for 10s. and 
on power... We Ye it to me, even if it does mean the extra 
ile as tend to crealé | ,%uble of slipping your cheque or postal order 
over the movement hote into an envelope and posting it 


ving them from the And will you please do ic now. Thank you 


'¥ much indeed, 
STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 
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AFRICA BUREAU 


TO LYTTELTON: 


‘Let Commission investigate 


Nyasaland 


shooting” 


REQUEST for an Independent Commission of Enquiry into the disturbances 
that took place in Nyasaland in August and September, 1953, has been made 
hy the Executive Committee of the Africa Bureau to the Secretary of State for the 


Colonies, Mr. Lyttetton. 
The full (ext, issued above the 


signatures of ford) Hemimeford, bady 


Pakenham, the Rt. Hon. A. Creech Jones, John Hatch and Mary Benson, is as 


follows : 

the Report of the Commission of Puquiry 
on the recent disturbances in the Southern 
Province oof Nyasaland has now — been 
published. ‘the Commission consisted of ihe 
Chief Justice of Nyasaland Mtr R. O 
Sinclair), Mr. C. EL Snell, and Mr K.OE 
Mposa, Member of the Legislative Counedl. 

Ihe main finding of the events leading up 
to the disturbances at Choto and Luchenza 
Estates is that the allegation that a European 
farmer had murdered two Africans is un- 
founced. It was the spreading of this rumour 
Which sturted the disturbances. ‘Phe Comiiis 
sion considers that the shooting at Luchetza 
was due to two African policemen both 
accidentally firing shots beeause of their inev- 
pericnee in handling firearms. 


INCIDENT AT CHOLO 


The Commission, however, deals only with 
the two incidents at) f-euchenza and Cholo 
which were within its terms of reference. 

It makes no reference to the subsequeat 
disturbances that resulied in dt Africas 
being kitted and wiany injured and arrested. 
‘The report does refer tn passing fo the back- 

pround to the disturbances, These are set 
out us follows: 

“We were informed by Mr. Martin, the 
District Commissioner for Cholo District, 
that for many years there had been latent 
discontent in the district on account of the 
amount of dand) privately owned and the 
existence of ‘thangata,’ rent payable by 
Africans resident on private estates under 
the Natives on Private Estates Ordinance 
(Cap. 78), now replaced by the Africans 
on Private Estates Ordinance 1952. 

“He said that the Native Administration 
in the District has never been stable because 
it is not based on a hereditary basis in the 
same way as some of the bigger chieftain- 
ships, and because 75 per cent. of the 
population are Alomwe from Portuguese 
East) Africa who have been entering the 
Protectorate over a period of many yeurs 
Recent political discussions on current issues 
added to the uneasiness of the African 
population and increased the instability of 


the Native Administration. This resulted 
ina weneral lack of discipline. 
“No actual trobule oceurred, however, 


until December 1952, when, so Mr. Barnes, 
the Provincial Commissioner of — the 
Southern Province informed us there were 
some incidents on the British Central Africa 
Company's Estate, partly due to the increased 
rent payable under the Africans on Private 
Estates Ordinance 1952, 

“About the middle of this year the ten- 
sion increased. Taxes came in very slowly 
and peaple were refusing to pay beer feos 
and other licence fees and to attend native 
courts, Unauthorised cultivation and cutting 
of trees on private estates commenced.” 


CAUSES OF DISCONTENT 
The Commission points out that: 


“We ure of opinion that) the causes 
of this discontent and unrest da not come 
within our terms of reference and make no 
comment thereon, but the fact that. there 
was discontent and unrest is relevant ta the 
disturbances which are the subject of this 
Eaquiry.” 

So far as the serious disturbances that 
occurred in the Southern Province of Nyasa- 
and are concerned, therefore, no attempt has 


Americans pledge 
resistance to 
McCarthyism 


FINE Ohio, USA, group of Peacemakers have 

launched a campaign of non-co-operation 
as the jnost eilective means to combat the 
dangerous threat of investigations — inte 
“Toyally ” and political opinion. 

Vhey are asking Americans to sign a state- 
ment of non-co-operauon. ‘The names of 
those signing will be Listed and the list of 
signatures will be handed to the press from 
time to time, 

The pledge-statement reads: 

" Desiring to preserve for myself and all 
others the inner integrity and sanctity af 
the hianan personality, T resolve to oppase 


all intrusion by the government ar any 
unofficial group inte this citadel of 
democracy, 


“ Regarding such opposition as a duty ay 
well as a fundamental right, 1 will speak 
freely, associate as bt see fit, publish and 
otherwise teach ar advecute any ideas or 
political or econamic changes which 1 deen 
advisable and oppose freely whatever L deem 
wrong in the actions of my government, 

“¢ shall, therefore, if stmunoned, refuse 
fa dppear before the Conyressional Cant. 
mittesy on Un-American Activities or any 
similar official or unofficial body. 

“2 intend to offer rtal now-ce-operation 
to such attempts at abridgement of liberty." 
Those who sign will be asked to support any 

individuals who refuse ta honaur a summans 
and plan not toa uppear before any un- 
American Activities or other committee. 


BECHUANALAND “% 
PROT. 


Houndarite... omeme 
Capitals =.) 
Other chief towns. © 


Ciel reulwaye...cvere 
Miles 
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By permission of TAe Crown Colonist. 


been made to order an independent enquiry, 
although almost three months have elapsed. 


This is an unfortunate state of affairs, 
especially in view of the fact that it is the 
traditional practice of the Colonial Office to 
order impartial investigations in the case af 
all serious disturbances in the Colonies where 
loss of lite has occurred. 


That no atlempt has been made to do so 
in Nyasaland is, ite our opinion, a grave 
omission us well ay being a departure from 
normal practice, 


It is for this reason that the Executive 
Committee urges upon Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment that an impartial judicial Conmission 
should be despatched without delay ta Nyasa- 
land to enquire into the actual events con- 
nected with the disturbances, as well as with 
the background to the disturbances, and with 
terms of reference wide enough to permit of 
a complete investigation being made and of 


the submission of recommendations — for 
remedial action, should this be found 
Necessary. 


Fix target dates for 


colonial independence 
—LESLIE HALE, MP 


Fron RON HUZZARD 


FANE New ‘Testament is a more valuable 

guide than the Labour Party's “ Challenge 
fo Britain’ in showing the way to a real 
socialist policy for Britain's colonies said 
leslie Hale MP at a conferences arganised by 
the Victory far Socialism Cireup in London 
recently, 


In Kenya there was terror against the 
Kikuyu, a rigid colour bar, land-hunger and 
mistrust. Yet in neighbouring Uganda the 
Governor was liberal minded, there wax no 
colour bar, and there was hope for the future. 
Varget dates for the achievement of indepen- 
dence in the colonies should be get, he said. 


Peter Kempadoo, a journalist from British 
Guiana said that the colonies had becn treated 
ay milch-cowa by Britain, While in) Britain 
he had seen the worst of the shims, but these 
were respectable compared with living con- 
ditions in the colonies, 


The programme of the People’s Progressive 


i Party in Hritish Guiana had been limited to 


long-overdue reforms ; it did contain Marxists, 
but its policy had to be viowed in the light 
of conditions in the colony. dt had won ach 8 
large number of seata that apecial measures 
had to be taken against if, hence the suspen: 
sion of the Constitution, and the deposition af 
the Government. 


_Councitlor Will Elliot, af the Lahour Peace 
Fellowship and prospective candidate for 
Woking, presided, 


Quotes 


“fu 1947 when other countries such as the 
US completely stopped all tank production 
we decided to carry on,” 

dien. Sir Kenneth Crawford, Con- 
troller of Munitions, Daily Mail, 
October 6, 1953. 


tt will he easy, Hucy Long used to boast, to 
bring Fascism ta America. All you have to 
say Is you are preventing Fascism, All you have 
to say today is that everyone apposing you 
is Red. 
_ fo overcome totalitucianiem with goad calls 
for repentance: the sharing of bread and aelf- 
respect With those who cry acrass the world 
for help, but that costs, Smear demands less 
effort, Vis easier ta call names. 
~—From a sermon by Allan A. Hunter, 
Mount Hallywoed Conpregational 
Church, Los Angeles, USA. 


The World Health Organisation has an 
anoual budget about equal io what New Yark 
City spends ta clear its streeta of snow after a 
majar saowstori=-Leanard Kenworthy at 
American Fellowship of Reconciliation Can- 
ference, Camp Gwinwued, 
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YOUR WORLD 
LASSE WEEK 


BRITAIN : ‘The Governaent has decided that 
fhe ban on the export af antibiotic, ant. 
Malaga and sulphonomide drags to Cline 
Wil not coudinue after this year. 


INDO-CUUINA: Mo Land has replied te the 
aiicr of br. tlo Chi-vannt for a cease-fire. 
He suid “Phe aim which we pursue is not 
the Unconditional surrender of the enemy, 
amd we should be prepared tomorrow 16 
study, om agreement wath the Assocnied 
Stites, any reasonable cease fre proposal 
which he transmitted tous.” 


JAPAN: 811) Japanese who had been 
detained by the Russians since the end of 
the war have retuvaed to thei homes. There 
returu Wis arrayed by the dapanese Rect 
Cross Mission which recently went to 
Moscow. Russia says that there are stiff 
1,047 Japanese prisoners in her hands, 


RUSSIA: Soviet) citizens may naw marry 
foreigners Without losing thea ciiczenship 
His as the dirst me singe P97 that this 
has been possible. fh was announced ana 


deviee of the Soviet) Presidium, 

SOUTTE ABIUCA ;) Africans from the Rho- 
desias and ncighbourng Protectorites may 
now ocnfer the Union to atteml nan- 
Buropean cducational imotitutions.  Phoy 
may otike medteal courses at) the non- 


Burepean medical school of Natal Uaiversity 
and oer university courses at Fort Hare 
College. 


1,000 AUSTRALIANS AT 
PEACE CONVENTION 


\ ORE than 1,000 delegates trom all parts 
of Australia attended a big Convention an 
Peace and War in Sydney. 


A statement issued by the Convention Cam: 
mittee and printed in the Australian pacifist 
monthly, ‘The Peacemaker, said: 


“Despite the atmosphere of distrust and 
suspicion created inthe public mind by the 
Otbrepeated assertion that the aims of ibe 
Convention were not to promote peace but 
to advance particular partisan interest, the 
delegates from the moment of their coming 
together have found it possible ta achieve 
an almosphere of niutial trust and respect.” 
Attempts to label the Conventian as Com. 

munist” were stoutly resisted 


Che meetings ended with a public rally 
auiendsd by nearly 4,000 people. Among (hose 
sending messages of gréotings from Weituin 
were Lord Boyd Orr, Dr. Soper and Prof. 
Kathleen Lonsdale. 


Messages were also read trom leading mem: 
bers of the Partisans of Peace, inchiding M. 


Jean Lilitte, Secretary of the Wodd Peace 
Council. 
The Australian Labour arty instructed 


Members not to attend, hut at least one \ead- 
ing meniber of forty years stinding broke 
this ban, 


Japanese Trade Unions 


against rearmament 


Fron ICHHRO TAKENAKA 
PPURING his recent visit to Japan, the 
® American Vice-President, Richard M. 
Nixon, invited two representatives cach of 
“beft" and ° Right" Japanese labour organ 
gations fo mect him at the US Ranbassy, 


Mr. Votaro ujita, President ef the Lett: 
wing General Council of Trade Unions of 
Japan (Sohya), said after the meeting: 


“| have explained the positian of tha 
Labour movement in Japan and the problem 
of the Jupaneso workers’ living conditians. 


“The most important problen for Tapancse 
Labour today ts that of the standard af living, 
This is closely connected with the National 
Peace, 


“We ary absolutely opposed to the ravi- 
shou of the National Peace Coustituilan, and 
we shall lead a uovement agaist hispanese 
rournganeent, 


“Japanese cearmament could only be under- 
taken at the sacrifice of working-class fappy- 
nea, Tas impossible to reconstruct a Japanese 
acay in today’s economies situation.” 


US Commanders tetl Chaplains 


“more formality in. services” 


PANUE US Naval Chief of Chaplains, Reat- 
Admiral Fdward laine flarp, haa re- 


ported that military chaplaina are tending to - 


conduct more ritalistic services, 


He said the trend has been casonmen! by 
military commandors in the field wha have 
frawned upon infernal celigigus services at 
the front Une. 

Vhese commanders are pointing out to thelr 
chaplains that the men are osed ta a certain 
amount af formality and coremony in oon 
neetion with iniportant cveata in outifary dike 
‘and would seapapd more saherly ta — farmal 
sarviiw, 


Keporting this, the Gospel Messenger (SA _ 


statea: " Chaplainag are fice to conduct thedz 


wervices as they see fH with no ritual pre. 
acribyed by the Navy Department or Maring 


Corps,’ 
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HOW BRITISH PACIFISTS 
CAN HELP AFRICA 


By Wilfred Wellock 


TODAY we speak freely of the passing 

of Colonialism, It ty passing, but let 
us beware, lest there be w halt, a subtle 
backward turning. 


Zvents in Central Africa and in Guiana 
offer a timely warning. 

The new cra is appearing at a time when 
the economic system out of which modern 
Colonialism sprang is crumbling. 

That system has brought fabulous wealth 
toa few Western countries at the cost of semu- 
starvation and appaling conditions to vast 
coloured populations. Vhe ending of the 
policy of exploiting human and natural 
resources will mean lower profits and living 
standards for many western nations. 


The coloured world has awakened and ts 
coalescing for the purpose of common action. 
ft demands political and economic indepen- 
dence, and to this end an agro-industrial 
economy with maximum self-sufliclency in all 
its parts. Conimunism has come ta its assis- 
tance, with the result that two huge power- 
blocs are chimouring for its friendship and 
co-operation, for iis trade and its natural 
resources. 


Growing fear 


Another consequence of this conflict is that 
trade between these two power blocs is scant 
and uneertain. Indeed all the above mentioned 
lendencies are causing a restriction of markets 
all round, and a growing fear in the countries 
which have developed lopsided, over-indus- 
trialised cconomics, of losing important 
economic and strategic footholds in Colonial 
territories. In consequence, most western 
nations are frantically trying to hold on to 
every particle of economic power they possess 
in any part of the world, and to make 
Numerous concessions to this end. 


Coloniahisin is naw a delicate art. 


The problem of Africa is unique in that, 
as a tropical country, it includes wide areas in 
which Europeans cannot) permanently settle, 
and areas such as the North, the South and 
South Central, and the Kenya Highlands, 
where they can settle permanently. The latter 
are the tension areas, whereas in the Tropical 
Gold Coast, Nigeria, Uganda, Tanganyika, etc., 
peasant = proprietorship, with — co-operative 
marketing and processing, such as the ginning 


of cotton, and progressive participation in 
local and national government, are normal 
practice, 


The tension areas 


Tn the tension areas, such as Kenya a few 
thousand Europeans own vast acreages of the 
finest growing land in the country, the High- 
lands, and dominate its political life. 


That lind has been taken from Africans In 
forced exchanges for inferior land. 

Many of the victims of that operation were 
the forebears of many who are now in Mau 
Mau. 


Jomo Kenyatta once related toa Roden 
Buxton and mysell in the House of Commons 
fea room, how the ancestral land of his family 
was taken from his grandfather. The cultiva- 
tion of these Jands is still done by Africans 
for white masters, and often, still, under 
appalling conditions of servitude. 


The hopeless frustrations, humiliations aad 
rachal indignities of this servitude are among 
(he causes of such tumentable cruptions as 
Mau Maar. 


Ian South Africa there are the unspeakable 
tragedies of Apartheid, while there, as in the 


adjacent Rhodesias and Nyasaland, to the 
North--where there are also rich mineral 
deposits—are the problems of cheap coloured 


labour, of poverty and urban squalor, condi- 
tions that are alien to African traditions and 
that are playing havoc with their habits, values 
and morals. 


What is to be done in these tension areas? 
Where lies hope? 


A familiar pattern 


fn both Kenya and Central Africa great 
social and political reforms are promised, but 
the actual benelits are relegated to a distant 
futore, which destroys all confidence in them. 

Moreover, a careful examination of them 
reveals the familiar social pattern of a small 
while apex resting on a broad foundation of 
“well-paid” Jabour, with a small middle-class 
of clever Africans to keep the structure in 
balance. 


The Kenya Highlands are to be (he agricul- 
tural foundation of a wide area, and are to 
be under white managerial, financial and 
political domination, with severely restricted 
African © participation.” 

ft won't do, and Africuns will huve none of 
Ht, for their lenders realise that it does not 
touch the roots of thelr problem. 


_ What they want, as they everywhere declare, 
is a life of their own making and governing 
They want our assistance, guidance and co- 
opention, byt not our domination. 
They want a scientific agriculture and appro- 
private industries in well integrated self: 
Boverning communitics. 


| RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pee Obed by each member, Is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledgo to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


This will give them a stable and peaceful 
civilisation, also moral stability, which can be 
engendered only by personal and community 
responsibility in the building of a good civili- 
salon, 

‘This is the way to peace in Africa, and to 


Africa’s miaxunun contribution to world 
peace. 
How can British pacifists further such a 


policy? 

First, by telling the whole truth, including 
the complete financial records, about Colomatl- 
ism. 

Second, by informing the public of the 
real situation today and the urgent need for 
radical change. 

Vhird, by demanding the development of a 
betler balanced agro-industrial economy at 
home, to end the necessity of having to fight 
perpetually for markets ino order {gq import 
50 per cent. of our food, and the raw materinls 
for the exports necessary to do this. 

Fourth, by sending out helpers to co-gperate 
with Africans in erecting new patterns of 
responsible, peaceful living. 

Is the Pleace Pledge Union ready for such a 
programme, and ready to co-operate with 
others on its behalf? 

A Church Diocese in S. India has just 
decided to embark upon a scheme of village 
rebuilding, to include health, education, village 
industries and citizenship. 

British and American Quakers are doing all 
these thing in India, and the former in Atrica 
also, 

Why not the Peace Pledge Union? Through 
the Friends Ambulance Unit (nternational 
Seryice and the International Voluntary 
Service for Peace, many British pacifists have 
gained experience in India of Basic Education 
and the Gandhian village reconstruction pro- 
gramme, and others are gaining it now. Pos- 
sibly some of these and others may feel a 
call to this work, while still others would 
gladly give moral and financial support. 

Peace must be constructed from the grass 
roots up. 


[ AWRENCE BALLS, who lives in 
Orpington, Kent, and works as a 
linotype operator on one of the big 
London newspapers, was born in a 
village in Essex on the borders of Con- 
stable’s country. Now in his fifties, he 
has the healthy appearance of a very 
much younger man. Perhaps his work 
for the pacifist movement contributes 
to his cheery youthfulness. 


He served in the Army in the first World War, 
being just old enough to join up in 1918. 
At the time he became a soldier he had not 
yet thought out his permanent attitude to the 
War business. ‘Phat helps te explain his 
sympathy for the boys of to-day who are 
faced with peace-time conscription. 

In 1924 Lawrence moved to London, becoming 
a member of the No More War movement 
three years later. Fle was one of the first 
signatories of Dick Sheppard's “We Say 
No" in 1934 and got fifty other signatures. 
So far as Peace News is concerned he has 
taken it since the first issue and helped in 
distributing the paper when it was banned 
by the wholesalers during the last War. He 
also contributes valuable reports to Peace 
News on the London Tribunal for conscien- 
tious objectors, 


Since 1940 Lawrence Balls has been associated 
with the Central Board for CO's—CBCO as 
it is Known—being a member of the London 
Regional Board and focal adviser for 
Orpington and district. For over seven years 
he has reported proceedings at the Fulham 
Tribunal. Add to all this his work as an 
active Trade Unionist and Labour Party 
member, as well as membership of his local 
National Insurance Tribunal (representing 
employed persons) and you will begin to 
wonder whether Lawrence gets any time to 
himself, 

* 


Now FT had to persuade him to Jet me write 
a “profile.” E think Lawrence Balls is a 
pretty unusual person, but he modestly 
Insisis that he is just one of the untounted 
thousands who try to help their fellaw-men 
as best they can. Without them, there would 
be no pacifist movement at all---or any other 
kind of progressive activity for that matter. 


fle told me of the many young men coming 
before the Tribunal who are totally unpre- 
pared for their ordeal. A boy of eighteen or 
so 1s an easy target for a self-assured, perhaps 
highly-educated gentleman of niature years. 
Not that judging cases of conscience can be 
done lightly, even when the Tribunal 
member approaches the task in a spirit of 
honest enquiry, 


Apparently there has been a recent tendency, 
in London at any rate, to ask misleading 
questions, and to resort to “ pubber-stamp- 
ing” applicants. In other words, Tribunals 
tend to place a man in a particular religious, 
political or humanitarian category ; and to 
grant exemption from) military service (or 


otherwise) accordingly. ‘The CO's on 
religious grounds usually stand a better 
chance than the others. A disturbing 


feature of the present London Tribunal is 
the unwillingness of individual] members to 


Ex-soldier who looks after London's COs 


LAWRENCE BALLS 


By Robert Greacen 
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the a; 
By GHOFBREY CARNALL ins 


Since returning from india where he 
Service Council (Quakers) the writer has 
TINHE American Peacemaker Declara- 
tion on a “Third Camp” which 
appeared in Peace News on October 30 
is, among other things, a gesture of sup- 
port to the world policy followed by the 
countries of Southern Asia, and often 
associatel with the name of Jawaharlal 
Nehru. 

It is against colonialism, against inequality 
of living standards ; it supports India’s policy 
of a Third Area, independent of both the 
Russian and the American blocs. 

Beyond this, however, it is explicitly pacifist 


put forward a minority report. When such 
a report is made the applicant has a greater 
opportunity of winning his appeal at the 
Appellate Tribunal. 


Lawrence Balls told me how the CBCO was 
working to get recognition for the “ partial 
objector,” the term used officially for men 


who object to a particular war, but not 
necessarily to all wars. Lawrence also had 
quite a bit to say about the Z Reservists 
who frequently out-argued the Vribunal 
members. ‘These, of course, were men who 
had had time to think things out for them- 
selves (unlike the cighteen-year-olds) and 
who had memories of the last War for 
“freedom.” 


Here are two typical cue (given without 
comment) from Tribunal members: 


“You don’t want to be dubbed a CO 
for the rest of your life, da you? 
and 
"The number of members of the Forces 
who get killed ts negligible. All the others 
escape sonchow.” 

According to Lawrence, the ‘Tribunal sittings 
have their flashes of humour, but these are 
few ; for, after all, the decisions taken may 
alter the whole course of the tives of the 
Applicants. Now Lawrence Halls does not 
merely report the happenings at the sessions 
and send reports to Jocal advisers of the 
individual cases; he makes it his business 
to contact and assist as many of the young 
CO's as he can, He knows all too well the 
various ways in which young men can be 
pushed into uniform against their own better 
judgment. * 


The work he does may, in his eyes, seem 
insignificant ; but someone must do it. 1 
should not forget to mention that Mrs. Balls, 

by her help and encouragement in various 

ways, has done much to assist her husband 
in his work. Too many of us are willing to 
let men like Lawrence Dalls shoulder the 
burden of day-to-day pacifist witness. We 
may be thankful that so many men and 
women doa not merely rofess — anti- 
inilitarism, but are willing to lend a hand— 
not now and then, but regularly—in the 
cause of peace and brotherhoad. 


Chew 5 
was engaged in work with the Friends in Which 
kept in close touch with Indian affairs. — 
Ii is opposed to both capitalist and manage 
economic systems, believing in’ the co-0 
ive commonwealth rather than in social 
centralisation. 


| Georg 


Those who prepared — the Declarttit We, ag 
evidently feel that these convictions 100 vost ane 
find much support in and Affe 
particularly among the * 


: 
This needs qualifying. J. B. Kripalant, (e bie 
mstance, one of the chief leaders of the Pel baci as 
Socialists, is not quite the man to suppony Clio Aa 
policy for the “rejection of war, the re fi rg 
lo fight, and the boycott of all efforts 4 
mobilize the nation for war.” In 1950, inde? 


he was prominent among those who W 


whipping up war hysteria against Pakistal ye ada 
"Study. 

Undeserved respectability |'*e'*" 
pectability, | 


On the other hand, it is truce that . 
socialists have been the most thorough-go% 
supporters of Vinoba Bhave'’s Land-Gift 2) 
sion, by which landlords are asked to givé 

part of their land to those who have nol 
They go further than Vinoba Bhave hime!) 
andoat Pardi (in Bihar) supported villasty 


& 
AS 


PLP I AS 
Fal 
= 
A~4 


who took forcible possession of some amt 4 
Ashok Mehta, a leading socialist, has. b® i . 
sentenced to sixteen months’ imprisonment | 82 ¢] 
a result. ih 
: gt Deliver 
According to the Manchester Guardiat ak 
November 9, the Pardi aftair has oceastotal t All the 
warnings that the present respectability ol “| hed-bla 
Land-Gift Mission is undeserved, and thal fires, et 
is at boliom thoroughly subversive--dangel? ot oy 
to private property, to industry, to anyihid Oe 


which runs counter to the Gandhian * goS 
of villageism.” 

At first sight, the Gandhians in India rn 
scem to be in as hopeless a position as 1? 
who opposed industrialism in England in 1 
early nineteenth century. The handled 
weavers in both cases might appear 10% 
doomed to the same fate. Yet India’s Cob! 
has, after all, been no less a person th 
Gandhi. If the British working classes had DM 
more social influence a hundred and fifty yoy 
ago, the industrial revolution would have oe 
on ata different pace. It is interesting to ® 
how  [ndia’s industrialists are constal 
grumbling about the Congress Governme™ 
cottage-industry “ fads,” RS vhs ae 

What the outcome will be [ am not ecoM we to. seles 
Mist enough to guess. But there ig reasom 4) 4 a tverthel 


; Dittvice a: 
hope that the conflict between villageism Mee organise 


z= 


industrialism may contribute something P% . t. Send 

five to what the Peacemaker Declarall: Qn Monc¢ 

optimistically calls “the free society of M2 Inch 

future.” 1 lacy (hall 
; ; : Meakers, 

Nehru's pol lity _|\iiess 

enrus policy neutrauty —j\itess)— 


To westerners the most obvious contribull.)) Atnreyis 
that India can make to the “‘Fhird Camp! i raphe, API 
the Gandhian technique of non-violence. Hy Naiton ad 
true that India did not gain ber independe | ing Hes. 
through war. But in spite of this, the prest@ pM: soctets 
of non-violence is not specially high in in yy Sat 
today. The Nehru policy of neutrality iv RY EESBUL 
popular support because the motives of bo ticks Reed | 
parues in the power struggle are suspect. vi Finnie Pal 
future is quite unforeseeable, and may Heg) by ets bun 
developments not at all acceptable to westerm™®™ Fay el be 

-including western pacilists. ¢ uflAsGow 

“From the Ganges to the Nile,” the Peat, 1M pet 
makers declare, "peasants and workers wi th & 
have been oppressed by poverty, disease ‘Wy 1 SST MIN 
tyranny for thousands of years are sudde™, | bnew con 
striking out for freedom.” Translated, @. | Wewhout 1 


ya Ne, we 
means that the countries of Asia are of ih “violent 


way to regaining the power which they BY | ay, nt 
lost during three centurics of western dor Nek ords Hi 
tion, And a very good thing too. ym PRU, 


English readers can get some neces) | ion, MO 
ee 4 re” 14, ONDON, 
background to all this from “Asia and West@. | \'s 


‘ : hygt, Ruston | 
Dominance,” a recently published book Alida Wort 


K. M. Panikkar,* first Indian ambassador ! Wonka over 
Communist China, ; Pea Le 

{( contains some astringent reading for nlf ; jak be Mr 
porters of Christian missions; and west fe or We 


readers may well raise their eyehrows at 8 Manet 
cusual asides as ; ig PM SNCHES 
“the new democratic institution in AM Manette 
democratic Jnstitution 1 Oo | Mhodise mi 


may not last beyond a few generation 


@ NEXT PAGE 


“Third Camp” 
® From page four 


May become transformed quite early into 

feplicas of * Liberian democracies’. . 
Sardar Panikkar is careful to point out 
mat western influence hag had irreversible 
ae in Asin; but readers of Peace News 
hee not find this very consoling. Consoling 
ry AO, the perspective in) which Sardar 
ratikkar presents the last three hundred years 
ordin; Ae to be taken seriously. Asia’s sub- 

thor, ion has been a mere interlude in world 
Ih Y and in the near future she will have 
» accepted on her own terms. 


} 
An obvious criticism 
p In the substance of what it says, the Peace- 
Ker Declaration docs, of course, take the 
sitio Dont of view seriously. An obvious 
tha ‘sm, however, is that it fails to state 
oh fly enough what Boyd Orr has called 
Dien White Man’s dilemma.” Parts of it 
z + Calculated to win casy and unenlightened 
Pecment rather than to give a bold lead 
"Ba clearly defined if difficult path. 
mene ONC is likely to dissent from such state- 
aw “We believe that technology must 
man servant and not the master of the 
emoeen ftces, While the — phrase. global 
* society” suggests an ineffective 
mais of which the American Peace- 
“Ts are clearly not guilty. 
Hn pluratly cnough, their Declaration is drawn 
jbopes te context of Anicrican society. Onc 
eer, lowever, that their desire to become an 
wil lve part of a world-wide “ ‘Third camp” 
the fad to a more detailed understanding of 
i 


the pints of the people who are building up 


; t IW states in Asia, ¢ . the circumstances 
with the Friends Ue 0 Asia, and of the cir 

ith Indian affairs. P| = 
capitalist and managell | "Geo i 
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Nch they have to work. 
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The Quakers explain 


«ti! 
ared the Declaral™ |) We ao py: : ae: . 
: ld YS as ristit anu : tr cn 
ses convietions (o@ will tight Christians, believe that Christ was 


dag nk, ich » and we therefore know that all war, 

ue pane and q anther waged with bows and arrows or with 
/ mention by name an Bees: is evil, and consequently reaps 
of India, which is. SamMethe, harvest We are convinced that Christ’s 
Cindi groups ye “ can and does enthrone the power of 
bitte» und that therefore war, by increasing 

ig. J. B. Kripalani fe we JOlume of hatred, ig a re-crucifixion of the 


lief leaders of the PAP LAME of love—From “Why are Quakers 
49) UCHfisng oe ono Saphire haere cereees 
the man to suppor | Chg @ 8." Northern” Friends Peace Board, 


ion of war, the relUR 4rd Sc, York, 1d. 
yeott of ail efforts ar 
> war.” In 1980, inde® 

Tong these who 
Tia against Pakistan 


espectability 
, it is true that Mia Sr ea en rae 
ic Most thorough-# \ Ot tl el wat vat ak tt wh at eb ek pt AE nk 
tere Pete it) Ret pour Christmas present be a 
Ast a sd te 3 3 : 
those whe. haya ba present for Peace Hews too. 

wee per cent of all sules resulting from this 
ar) supported village Y “dvertisement will be donated to Peace News 

* I) 
fre esocialiate Tem bit JOHN KK. HAMMELL 
$2 CLUMBER ST. MANSFIELD, NOTTS. 

Telephone 1 1997 


Work-study-travel system 


une address of the American office of Servaa, the 
Gn, Mdy-travel organisation Is now: Boh Luitweiler, 
Lie Varm, Gt. Barrington, Mass., USA, sot as 
wed In Peace News, November 20, 
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ssession of some | wy 
aL 
onths’ imprisonment a ~~ Klectrical Appliances - 


tlivery free to all parts 
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Pacifise Universalist Service. 
3.15 p.m. Sunday December 6 


Denison House, 296 Vauxhall Bridge Road. 
(Near Victoria Stn.) 
Discourse by Frank Dawtry 


“OUR RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OFFENDER” 


indhians in India mil 
es$ a position as thol 
ism in England in ih 
ury. wade handlowt 
might appear to 
e. Yet inthis Cobbel 
Q less a person the 
vorking classes had 
hundred and fifty yout 
ution would have gait 
It is interesting to 
Uists are constant 
‘ongress Governmem™: 
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But there is reason "a ing evertheleas desire ta make It as Pearce 
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Church, 


‘ibute something pe OTganiners of events to : 
acemake P id t 
eae: \ Declare 3. Monday morning. . “he 
ociety of 14.2. Include: Date, TOWN, ‘Time,| mésion. 
Se (hall, street); nature of event ; 
: atkers, organisers (and secretary's 
neutrality dyes) preferably in that order and] y.hr hea, 
: P ior 4 Pru, 
ee contribult) AURREVIATIONS + Anglican Pacifist Fel- 
the Vhird Camp i fos APE: Mellowship of Reconcliistton, 
of non-violence. HEA mi! “Methodist. Peace Fellowship, MPF ; 
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TOWARD WORLD 
CITUZENSTLEP 

Aaa. 4€4l Ne 
Ry Olwen Batiersty 
“WWORLD IN TIE MAKING” by James 
r¥ Avery Joyce*® is an exciting book. 

it shows how man ceased to be “a lonely 
savage in a forest clearing" and through dis- 
covery and invention, travel and) communica 
tion, reached out toward all the peoples of the 
earth, Written mainly for those between the 
ages of 15 and [9 tt answers the questions 
that all men ask » how did it ail begin ; how 
did Europe come to be divided into different 
coloured patches on a map; where do we go 
from here? 

In the first of three Acts we sce civilisation 
growing up around the four greal waterways 
of the world: tater we get the first” dry-way,” 
the first niarket, the first money, (he first law, 
and the first government. Tt was all very 
puzzling in those far away days when “we all 
stood together on a world: islind -for better 
or worse-and there was a big sen around us 
to Keep us safely th.” 

The First Act outlines 1,000 years of Greek 
and Roman history, takes a flight of another 
thousand years over the Middle Ages, describes 
the first Universities, the coming of — the 
diplomatists, the carving up of Europe tito 
seperate nations and the extension of thase 
sume nations among the black, brown and 
coloured people of the world. 


What is to eome ? 


The second Act brings us to the age of 
discovery and to the opening of a new world. 
It covers nearly five centuries of thought from 
Pierre du Bois in 1307 to Immanuel Kant m 
1795: the great experiment of the Federalisis 
in 17873 and the creation of such world wide 
organisations as the Universal Postal Union, 
the International Red Cross, and the Hague 
Court. Lastly it prpoints some of the out- 
standing achievements made by international 
scientisis toward the attainment of world 
unity: [844 telegraphy’ [866 underseas cables, 
1876 telephones, 1894 automobiles, 1896 radio, 
1903 aeroplanes. [t concludes with the basic 
question expressed by Hilaire Belloc : 

When science has invented sonicthing more, 

We shall be happier than we were before. 

Act Three is entitled “We Become World 
Citizens,” and here for the first time we reach 
controversial ground. Pew will dispute the 
author's assumption that the conscluusness of 
man should embrace the world; not all will 
agree that World Federal Government is the 
neat essential step which will bring peace on 
earth and a fuller life to the individual. 

With the aid of a diagram the author 
explains his plin for the future: a World 
Government; delegates clected directly by the 
people to a People’s World Convention or 
Hlouse of Representatives ; the special agencies 
of the United Nations brought under the con- 
trol of “We, the People.” 

“The dream of ages is within our grasp” 
he conchides ; “shall we make it come truce... 
or will the common civilisation which grew so 
slowly and purposefully for so many genera- 
tions now crumble into atom dust.” 

*Henry Schuman Inc. New York; $3.50. 


UNEASY OVER NATO 
? J ERENCE and Disarmament,” by William 

; Metsan and “ Breaking the Vicious 
Circle,” by John Fraser are the titles of two 
new pamphlets published by the United 
Nations Association (25 Charles St. London, 
W.1. 6d,). 

It is good to know that there is uneasiness 
in UNA regarding NATO. Frank Melson 
sees a danger in such “closed” alliances which 
might make UN “merely a meeting place at 
which the various power blocs cauld air their 
differences.” 

“Defence and Disarmament” will prove 
useful to any group. studying the dismal 
arguments in favour of collective security, the 


| | policy which led to the crucifixion of Korea. 


Letters 


| HAVE dong been anxious to discover why 

so Tadny Jehovah’s Witnesses go lo prison 
and why so many Quakers and other Christian 
pPacilists pet caemptions at the Conscietious 
Objector Titbunals. 

At the last sitting of the London ‘Tribunal 
there were five Schovah’s Witnesses. 9 Their 
claims to) be conseientious objectors were 
reyected for the same reason in each case. 
fhe Tribunal, which was very kind and eon- 
siderate, had no doubt as to their sincerity, 
but the boys were caught, im their muocence, 
ina theological dilemma something like this: 

Q—Do you belteve that in the Old festa- 

ment God ordered the aggression of the 
Israchites in Canaan? 
1.—Yes. 

Q—Do you believe God 

people to kill their enemies? 
ale -Ves. 

Qo Would you hill your enemies God 

ordered you to do su? 

AL Yes. 

Q--Vhen you are not a pacifist? 

A-—-No, only a Christian. 

Prison is as simple as that. 

‘These Jads were just as confident about the 
pacifist inplications of the New ‘Pestament as 
the other Christian pacifisis and one might 
think that the possibility of God's direct in- 
tervention in the affairs of men by means of 
a “second coming,” upon which he might 
give sanguinary orders to Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
vather reimote, 

One would think that these were rather 
flimsy grounds upon which to reject the 
claims of these lads who sufler, perhaps, fram 
a too highly developed religious complex and 
a poor theology. 

The Quakers and 


ordered Has 


most other Christian 
pacifists find their way out of this dilemma 
by putting their own “interpretation” on the 
Old ‘Pestament and by saying that the many 
slaughter Slorics mean something different. to 
the Scriptural account. ‘The Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses says that the Okl Testament means what 
it says and says what if means. So the 
Jchovah’s Witness gocs ta prison and the 
others pet exemption. 

L think it a pity that we make martyrs of 
these boys. In these days of low moral stand- 
aids if is surely shortsighted to send these 
good youngsters, who are suffering from too 
much religion, to our overcrowded prisons—- 
just tor a theological quibble. 

The theology of the JW shocks me, but it 
was refreshing fo see them bravely “ sticking 
fo their guns.” 

WALLACE HANCOCK, 

8 Barclay Oval, 

Woodford Wells, Essex. 
“arming, vegetarianism and 
peace 

(RANK BURGESS does well to question 

the purpose of our farming, and his facts 
about racehorses are startling. Nevertheless | 
feel he has raised something of a red herring. 

Most of Church Farm's cereals will go to 
feed its own livestock and so produce milk, 
butter, eggs, cheese and bacon. ‘Phis is the 
position on most British farms, and it ia on 
this basis that Hritish agriculture must be 
judged. y 

Personally I have come to the conclusion 
that the vegetable kingdom can provide every- 
thing that is necessary for health and vigour, 
and have myself excluded all foadstutls of 
animal origin, including dairy produce, from 
my diet. Consequently 1 feel that the ex- 
ploitation and slaughter of animals is stupid 
and iunmoral, 

Added to this there is the question of land 
wasiage: a vegetarian Britain could be a big 
food exporter aud help solye the problem of 
world food shortage. 

MICHAEL RANDLE, 

Church Farm, Fletching, 

Nr, Ucktield. 
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Kditor 
Lhe public conscience 


J UAVE been aceuscd of many things but 
never before of being starry-eyed (Peace 
News, Deceniber 4) and, strange thotph it 
tuay seer, FE feel quinte pleased! 

However, ra regard to the atom bemb shock 
fo the public conscience Pam ateaid i iy qat 
roally trac, becatise botased my contention on 
avery vivid remembrance of the rapid change 
of tone, and tune. in the Press, ard in all 
public statements, 

Ixcuses, and jusittication for is use, poured 
oats “ait ended the Japatese war which might 
have gone an for years") 7 it saved millions of 
British and Aniecican lives,” and later every 
cHort was made to lay the “bhime’ upon 
the USA, 

Pam sure that wll this was the reaction to 
a sign, perhaps slight, but nevertheless ao sign, 
that the public conscience was uncasy, and that 
slatesmen and Press alike recognised it, 

SYBIL MORRISON, 
6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.T. 


Practical peacemaking ! 
FOR THE PACIEIST MOVEMENT 

QVEN if as Richard lawl says, studying 

the Orchard Lea Papers satisfies a preup 
itostill dees not sein to lead anywhere tn 
particular, 

Quite obviously what is nveded is @ positive 
aim whieh will animate the whole af the 
membership of the Peace ledge Union. Hi 
we have in pactism a real antidote te the 
present tunatic behaviegr of the world surely 
we ought to be saying sa as loudly as we can. 

Phis surcty means three essentials,  Eivat 
agreement on a policy: secondly working out 
the details; thiedly niaking speakers able to 
enenenue that poley clearly. 

With every Groap in Britain running open 
wr mecungs advernsimg ths policy far the 
next ten years we might begin toa touch the 
fringe of the vast pabiie awanling a practical 
better way of fife, 

‘this is the further something beyond refusal 
OF service for war. 

ALBERT LEAPER. 

22 Varrington Ave, Hull. 


POR THOSE AT SCHOOLS 


¥' 1G will be pleased to know that a uiamph 
for (ruth and peace has just taken place. 
in our school Library we have a © Proposals 
Book ° in which anyone may suggest a paper, 
book or magaine tor the school, ‘This week 
1 proposed Peace News on the grounds that, 
us We [ve One or two airecrall magazines, 
and the daily papers giving us the ordinary 
military view of current aflairs, unless there 
is some representation of the other view 
people will become biassed for tack af in- 
formation. Tho proposal was backed by 
several signatures, the Library Commitiee has 
agreed, at least for one temn’s trial, so that 
now at least ane public school will be taking 
Puace News every week, 
DAVID TAYEOR. 
Wyeliffe College, 
Stonehurst, Glos. 


Ella Q. Elder writes fram Suterheim, Cape 
Province, to say thar we are in errar in: print 
ing a report describing Patrick Dunean as a 
member of the South Africas Fellawship of 
Reconciliation. 

TEETER EEE TEE EETEPETE TEES EEO T EEE HEE E TE HE HET EH OH EEE HM, 

15 MILLION REFUGEES are destitute | 


Send Christmas cariia designed to stir 
your frienda’ cansclences on their behalf. 


Proceuds to Oxford Committee. 


4s dd doz. 


From Douglas Nicholson, Langley Hill, Kings 
Langley, tierta. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Wednesday, December 16 
LONDON, W.lt 6-9 pom.; Weigh House 
Hianey St. (opp. Selfridge's, Oxford 
$1.) Social-Sale-Exhibittan in aid of Saath 


. : : Africa Relief Pund. Refreshments and music. | required t b : 0 
yf thar Send notices to arrive not later TOL pin eiel om ENV Ard Ieee W hate eteea riety requited by the Thursday elght daya prior to 


to help South Africa’’ PRU Religion Com- 


LEVIONSTONE 1 2 
Annual General Meeting of Giroun 


LONDON, W.C.23 
Van Fields. 
and Rabert Horniman, PPU. 


Friday, December 18 


TERMS 1 Cash with ordee, ad. per word, 
minimum 2s, 6d. (Rox Nu. Git. extra), Please 
don't send stamps in payment, cacept far odd 
pence. Masinium length 60) words, Address 
(or Box No. replick : Peace News, 3 Mackstock 
Nd. Nd. 

LATESY TIME for copy i Matday morning 


hefore publication, 
OSPLAVED ADVERTISEMENTS are 


publicauon. 


MEKTINGS 
ae INTERNATIONAL CLUR, Bath. Every 
Phursday, December 17 Tueslay, 7.30 pau. Royal Literary and 


Ho. | Setentlic fovwliute. 18 Queen Square, Hatit. 
, | All welcome, 

KING'Y WEIGIE Home Church, Duke St, 
ar, ond St, Tuhe. Sunday at 7 pan The 
12.30 p.m; Lincoln's} Gospel of Veace. Mev, Claud ML Colanan, 
Sybil Murridon] ntA, BLL. 

ACCOMMODATION WANTED AND 

OFFERED 
HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and folly 


8 pin Priends’ 


Open-alr mecting. 


pecially high in en 
Icy of neutrality oy 
the motives of Be) | 


tggle are suspect. +4) 
jot Prters Fund. ‘Tea. Gilis gratefully reovived 
Ppp hel Lewis at Drehull, Hill, Aylesbury. 


eable, and may He: 
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fists, : 
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us and workers WU 


poverty, disease ay te 
5 


f years are suddet 
m.” Translated, y 
s of Asia are on fh 
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hing too. F 
Ect some necess#4 | 
om “Asia and West. 
published book i 


ndian ambassadot ” 


gent reading for sul : 
ssions; and wesley” 
wir eyebrows at 5 


institution in Are 


» few generation’ © 7} 


' PAGE 


PATEESBURY 13 pan; Friends’ Mig. Ho, 
RyetOrds HID, 
Area Christmas Gift Sale opened by 


a flascow. 3 pm; Comnunity Hause, 
fny (Wde St, Cob Me. T. 
E Peace.” 


SIMINSVER 1 
nevlere St, SWAT. Poster parade, “Demand 
the<¥ Colunial policy.” Poster bearers wanted 
Ny, etiont the day. 

Ssviotent Resistance Group; London PRU 


AYLESURY 1 6.40 pani: Friends! Mux, Ho., 
inghfordy Hilt, 


hy INDON, N.W,E: 7 p.m: Pricnds’ Mis. 

Ruston Rd. James Avery Joyce, “* Trenas 

Aas World Government at the Eighth UN 

yy embty,* 

sit Government. 
Veaegey 


or War.) PRU, 


MANCHESTER: 1-2 pin; Deansgate Diz 
Christian pacifist open-alt meeting, Local 
adist ministers and others, 


RELVFAST + 7.45 
Frederick Si. 


Saturday, December 12 p.m.; Friends’ — Inst., 
Discussion. Folk, 

GLASGOW + °7.45) pam: Community Ho., 

Clyde Si. Howard Prorsburgh, ‘ Philosophical 

Problems of Pacitism." PPU, 


PEACE 


“Come and uy. South 


Paltister. Proceeds to PRU Tead- 


Moran, " Love 

Chuech uf Scotland Peace 

For. i 

8.30 am. to 4) Dn; Postal Subscription Rates 
Great fltain and Abrond 

Twelve wha, Sa; 24 wha. 103.5 One yr. Jie 


AIR MAIL, SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Uodha, Atrios 4 


Twelve wks, 128.; 24 whs, 248.) One yr, 408. 6d. 


Congress of Peoples ; 


Sunday, December 13 
Jack Davies, ‘ Race rele 
PPU, 


Australia, New Zealand aud Kar Lasts 
Monday, December i4 : of 


Twelve wha. 148.3 24 wha, 2By.: Cme yr. 59s. 


TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR NEW 
READERS 1 
Hamme or Abroad; 2s, 1. for nine wecke 


CANADA ANT UGA, 
oh ; Ordevs may be placed with Peace News U.S, 
Edneation far Sales Office, c/o Ametican Priends Service 
Committee, 130 brattte 5... Cambridge 38, Mass. 


Af Freight (mailed oo pablicatian day fram 
11.8. Oftice): $6 ye. Spevial 2 mths. iil ¥1. 
Suetace t+ $3 yearly. Special 6 mtha. trial $1. 


Federal Union and Crusude tor 


fy: 7.30 png Church tio., St 
St. *' Removing the Causes of War.” 
A. Gilbert. 


fuexduy, December 15 


MPF, 


gond toad to visitars and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340. 3. and WW. Shayler, 27 
Huinilion Mark, N.S. 

AGM DELYGATH recommends Shaylee for 
board or bed and breakfast. 


NEW 


by POST or from a NEWSAGENT 


PLEASE HAND THIS 
TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 


Please deliver PEACE NEWS 
to nie weekly 


(Newsagent's mame) 


Aduiast. n 


Noto te Newsagent PRACT NEKWA & 
published telly as uy witioual newapaper at 
the retail price of 44, te bb obtatdahle by 
your whalesafer Of the Géunl rates from the 
Publishers, at 2 Binckstoek Hd., London, N.4, 


PERSONAL 

HLAH COMING belore Christ. World's 
onty haope for peace. Wanderful houk ties 
eyo Mission, Dent. 7, Kochester, NY, 
USA. 

ALMOST ‘FOO LATE to get your Christmas 
cits from the Caravan, but aever tog hite 
ask for details of Gur work far intemmatiodal 
fiendship. AR, tw ‘RIN CARAVAN, 
GQ. W., 14 Lambs Chloe, Winchester Road, 
Klmonton, Nw. 

TOYS URGENTLY REQUIRED, 
ones willlogty repaired, Phrase wend: Uf 
Lakearan, Central Youth Club, Trafford Rd, 
Safford, Langs. 

CHUESUTIANITY, or omere  churebianity, 
Must ane distinguish clearly beoween them 7 
Anml how? for tice, tricnely, private path. 
try CUNDY, WHEE if, 

REUGINALDD BAILEY,  Naruropath — ans 
msychiuttist. t34 Huppers Rd. N.2l. Polmer:. 
Green DSOK, Hy. apne. 

WAR RESISTERA’ Inicrnaylonal welcomes 
aifils of toreiya mamps and undamaued aft 
Please vend ta WEE, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Bush Ui Patk, Hnatekd, 
Midtleses. 


Mroken 


mall covera, 


EDUCATIONAL 
SPEAKING AND WRITING lemons foot- 
rexpondence, visld, Sa Dorathy Matihees, 
WA, 32 Pnteare FE Rd, Londoa, N.W.3, 
TCIM CaS ON eae 
LITERATURE 
QUAKERISM,  [afarmation amt terature 
reapecting ite: Feith and Piactios af the Red 
atuua Sockiy of Friends, free on applicaan 
to the Prlends’ Home Service Conimittce, 
Fricnda’ House, Pibiton Rd., London, 


PRUUTTION 

WATHR- COLOURS by Fiennis  Jaajex 
Some small, aiitable for Chicatinas presents. 
living = Ghalkety,  fevivig St, Leicester Sq. 
Desembor 2 oto at, 10 aa out § so 
Sata. 1 to 12 noon 


AMTUATIONS AND WORK WANTID 

FIBSE-CLASS — duplicatmesyplng. Mabei 
Ryles Heerctarial hervice, 398 Pomaecy Ha., 
NED ARC 2708, Ber, 1, 

HURDSMAN G0, secks position wiih hgh~ 
class Mi¢eian herd, alt brapehes. Also sound 
boo wiedse workshop practice, Dirlving Yoenes. 
Progressive position, sound bleeding paligy and 
otgule methods pada kupara than ery 
high wave. Wife bvok-kveping, PAY GE, eve 
Kiowledze poultry, Refs, available. Pentland, 
Broughton Grange Farm, Revtertag, Northanta. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


CLOW LEADER OMAN) reatited rac tos 
yousr chib with gunior eeutior on Prlends’ 
Ceane Practical exvericnee, real coueco and 
inhidtive wre needed. Write Secretary, tkatord 
ce Associntion, Disa Uoatoa at. Loadoa, 

al 


IMMGEIMATE LLP urgently neler, pare 
et bedvidden person, lady. ‘Trmporiry ur 
penugncnl, cunioiable home and temunetae 
non, 2b OW. Gibson, Gweal Park. Ureage, 
Vielen, Cornwall, 


SCIENTISTS, Technictyns or Lxcaalven wih 
B renee Of accisl respanstiligg heat mal woth 
gn the caer fur teacmancn. Phils wellbestab< 
lished oningfaiming busiowee in kyniherte 
tsina, Kish poles, we, fer pains, cele 
farved phodor and abled trades nod based on 
coluuon-owgersitp and tdtuntrial dcmac yey, 
fs Always on ihe biok-oge far tramed awn and 
wainen with faith tm ine felluw amen ant 
Departed to wake an uctive pat ia the mogear- 
ing of a self-governing Industia} mmterpiiay 
Witte ta coathlene we the Mananiag Dieetue, 
Scovt Bater & Co. Pad. Wollgetod, Nurthanp 
lodshire, Ades aver £30,000, Our altwtatly 
Tegistelcd Caiimunweakh Uoundation guarans 
fevs the decurity and well-being af tis menibera, 


YOU AKK WANTED to help pack (heist. 
Wes cade pyr anal tumb-ramiig dive. 
Disiy (30th pan. Mondays and Welnewdny 
woo TH pam. other esmniias by wecangemens. 
Veace News (atave Tien & Cok, statlonetsd, 
3 Blvekojuck Wud, Landen, Noa, 


KO SALE AND WANTER 


* CHIUSTMAS ICTR ES of crbir lands," 
Ohintinas cata, Chinjue atapistions af Nan 
vity scenes by nathve aptae io Chisa, Vodia, 
Attica, ef¢., far cidouring, Splendid cep yesion 


woth far chitdres. Printed efectinga and 
euveluyes. ( psscnled: ta why Ge Aw bas 
rar Us Poudeluh Cards (PM bid). 4 Bbivk- 


sock Rd, Leadon, Nia. 


HOUSMANS SPATIONERY DPT, affer 
plain postonnds, Ba tt 100, 6 § Ad envelopes, 
Shi tha, Gt. VTE boa, coanitts TH. Sd § Boe 
fox; whiie tad paper. 10 a 8 ia, Te. tal, S00 
shecig } Newswrapners, (0 eS in, $59. 148m, 
is. Ud. 18, plain ecumuns lebete, a4 FY in, 
tis, @1. 1,000, te G1 108. AL pot tree, 


= epee Qa 
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EMRYS HUGHES, MP 


The Russians in Germany 


HISTORY DID NOT BEGIN IN 1945 


{ was German-Soviet Friendship week 

when f£ arrived in Berlin and every- 
where in the Last Sector | saw great 
slogans which read ; 

“Eternal Friendship Between The People 
Of Germany And the People Of The Soviet 
Uniou,” 

ft was also the anniversary of the Russian 
Revolution and a large number of wreaths 
of chrysanthemums were Jaid around the 
Russian war memorials outside the Branden- 
burg Gate and at Treptow. 

Now friendship between the peoples of 
Germany and Russia must be based on some- 
thing more substantial than slogans or con- 
veritional speeches at ceremonial parades. 

ft must be based on mutual understanding 
and respect between two great nations, both 
of which can contribute so much to the future 
of the world. 

1 was glad to see ontside the House of 
Soviet Culture a quotation from Stalin’s 
famous war-time specch ‘ Slitler’s may come 
and go but the German people remains.” 
For, in spite of defeat in war and its after- 
math, Germany remains and the problem of 
what to do about Germany remains the great 
headache of the Western world. 


The Russian occupation 


the Russians are still in occupation in the 
fast and the Allies are still in the West and 
both agree that the time has come to recog- 
nise the fact that eternal occupation of Ger- 
many by the victors of the last war is 
undesirable. 

J can hardly believe that all these slogans 
and posters ure accepted ut their face valucs 
by the Russians ax proof positive that they 
are wolversally popular in East Germany. 
They must know differently. 

If all the goodwill displayed in these 
slogans really represented the mood of the 

sople there would have been no need for 
Russian tanks in the streets of Berlina in the 
week following June 17. 

The Russians must know that an army of 
occupation in a defeated country is an in- 
superable barrier to real permanent friendshi 
and goodwill: war memoriea die hard and it 
is only about eight years since the Russians 
fought their way to the last bitter battles in 
Berlin, 

Since then they have been in control and 
the overwhelming majority of the inhabitants 
of Fast Germany want to sce the Russian 
occupying armies go. That, of course, applies 
to the other occupying powers, too, 

The Germans are a proud people and they 
want to be rid of all foreign armiea on their 
aail, Wouldn't we? 


The Russian view 


And what about the Russians? Do they 
really: want to stay perpetually in Germany ? 
To be able to answer that queation one has 
to remeniber why the Russians are there. 

They did not march inta Germany without 

rovocating. It was Hitler who attacked 

ussia firat and it was only after a frightfully 
destructive: campaign in Russia itgelf that the 
Rusgians advanced into Europe. 

Do not let us forget that we were then allies 
and rejoiced when they marched into East 
Germany and captured Berlin. 

Today we are talking about Russian im- 
perialiam as if the Russians invaded the West 
purely for the sake of conquest, We now 
wish to forget the fact that they came in as 
conquerors, as part of the war strategy of the 
Weat. 

What 
today? 

Tt is fear, fear that history will repeat itself 
and that cut of Germany will come that ter- 
rible war machine and the armies that 
ravaged and burned and destroyed and were 
only halted at Moscow and Stalingrad and at 
the gates of Leningrad. 

Have we forgotien all this, and that history 

did not begin in 19457 The Russians have 

not, 

And although there may be some fanatics 
and zealots in Russia who have dreamed about 
marching into Europe to establish Commun- 
ism by force, yet | cannot believe that this is 
the guiding idea behind Russian foreign policy. 

1 believe the Russians would gladly leave 
Germany if they were convinced in their own 
minds that a revived Germany would not 
attack them or start some liberating war in 
Eastern Europe again. 

For Russia does not really need new terri- 
tory for a growing population. 

The territories of the USSR are vast and 

#0 ts China and the Russians and the Chinese 

have enough to do to build up socialism in 

their own countries to keep them busy for 

a hundred years, 

Rut the fear of the West is genuine; we do 
not allay that fear by building up new West- 
ern armies or establishing bomber bases all 
aver Western Burape. 


Better at home 


So, if we really do want to help the people 
of Bastern Germany, on whom we now lavish 
8o much sympathy, we should be doing our 
utmost to speed up the negotiations which 
will convince the Ruossiana that it is safe for 
them to get out. 

if the Russians were convinced that a 
future united Germany would be as neutral 
as Sweden, I believe they would march out 
iamorrow. 

- Do all those Russian soldiers that I saw 
in Germany wish to stay there for ever? Not 


is dominant in the Russian mind 


at all. They are away from home among a 


hostile or indifferent population and their 


hearts are in Moscow or Leningrad or their 
native villages. 

‘They could all be more usefully employed 
in the USSR in the enormous task of recon- 
structing the destroyed Russian towns, in har- 
nessing the rivers, in the plans for the build- 
ing up of socialism in their huge country. 

What the Russians want is a country which 
ig at least neutral enough not to be used as 
the base for an attack on them in another 
world war. I do not think that the Russians 
want perpetually to garrison East Germany 
just for the fun of the thing. 

Then what about the East Germans? [f 
they want to sec the Russians go, do they want 
to see the Americans march in, establishing 
their atom-bomb bases on East Gerinan soil? 

ft can hardly believe that, for no German 
in his senses wishes to see Germany turned 
into another Korea and all that a third world 
war fought on Germany territory would mean. 


The fear of Nazism 


Then there is the fear of another Nazi 
Government. ‘That is a real fear, too. For 
tnany of the prominent personalities in the 
East German Government were formerly in 
Nazi concentration camps. 

Many of the men und women I met in 
East Germany had been in Auschwitz and 
Buchenwiald and Ravensbrick, names which 
ure still mentioned with horror, 


Have they got to go back there again? It 
would be a good thing for East Germany if 
out of the Four Power Conference there could 
he some proposal for an amnesty for political 
es and some effort to give both sides 
nope that there would be an end to political 
persecution and that the days of long sen- 
fences and concentration camps are over. 

The Russian release of the accused Jewish 
doctors creitted a good impression in’ the 
outside world. Could we not have some- 
thing of the sume kind in East Germany ? 

Would it not go a long way to ease the 
tension and mitigate hate if there were the 
spirit of amnesty which would convince the 
germans that ruthless severity had been lifted. 

For if there is to be a united Germany and 
Germans are to work together to build up 
a peaceful Germany many bitter animosities 
will have to be put aside. 

Generous gestures on both sides would have 
a tremendous effect in creating a psychology 
which would enable old hatreds to die down 
and prevent new horrors of reprisals and per- 
SECULIONS. 

If something on these fines could be an- 
nounced at the time of the Four Power Con- 
ference it would do a great deal to create a 
spirit of reconciliation and better under- 
standing all round. 


@From Page One 


liable for recall in the event of an emergency. 

(There ts no Hability for a specific period 

of service or training.) 

The emergency is defined as imminent 
national danger, actual or apprehended attack 
on the United Kingdom, and, simply, great 
emergency. The definition would satisfy any 
dictator. No proclamation ig necessary, and 
Parliament need not be consulted. 


A £5 penalty 


It is a relief, however, to know that the 
“present. emergency” which began in Sep- 
tember, 1939, and the continuance of which 
legalised the retention of the 7 reservists, has 
now come to an end. This particular fiction 
being ended, the way is clear for thinking up 
new emergencies. 

Incidentally, the new Act makes it an 
offence, puntshuble by a fine of £5, for a 
reservist to fail to give information about 
his occupation and qualifications, 
Fortunately, there are still many MPs who 

are concerned for the tiny minority of con- 
scientious objectors. 

When the Bill was passed to a standing 
committee, Mr. George Wigg, the Member for 
Dudley (and a colonel in the army) attempted 
to mave the insertion of a conscience clause. 
The chairman ruled it out of order, and also 
declined to allow discussion on the clause, 
despite a plea by Mr. Arthur Henderson which 
was supported by Mr. Birch himself (the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Defence)? 

The chairman’s ruling, however, did not 
deter the committee, which blithely proceeded 
to a discussion of conscientious objection, 

Pressed by Mr. John Strachey, Minister of 
War in the Labour Government, for an 
assurance that these reservists would “ have 
access to the existing tribunals,’ Mr. Birch 
replied: “TI can certainly give that assurance.” 

he Bill was read the third time on Decem- 

ber 3. No further discussion took place, but 
Fenner Brockway was there to ensure. that 
this promise should be confirmed to the whole 
House, 

He referred to the scheme whereby the Z 
reservists were allowed access to both local 
and appellate tribunals, without previously 
being court-martialled, and repeated © Mr. 
Strachey’s request. 

Mr, Birch’s reply was: “1 can give the 
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DONALD SOPER AND 
THE CHRISTIANS | 


Thousands of Christians must feel incensed by the assertion of Dr. Soper «++ 
that “every Christian should be a Left-winger” 
Soper's assertions are slightly off balance? 
refuse to fight in war in any circumstances. 
Christian act to stand aside and watch one country after another overrun by Cont 


Z-men are 
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{ 


munist Russia followed by the imposition 


MPule quick answer to the heckler, at 

which Dr. Soper is so adept and to 
which he is so accustomed, does not, 
naturally, allow of a closely reasoned 
argument. The answer must be short and 
to the point and composed in words that 
everyone can easily understand. 


When Dr. Soper replied to a questioner 
that “Christians should be Left-wingers”” he 
was saying quite simply that he believed Jesus 
taught socialism. It is not only that the rich 
man was told he must give away his wealth 
before he could be accepted as a disciple, but 
it is also that the whole of Christ’s way of 
living here on carth, and all His teaching, 
stresses the need for common sharing and 
equal human rights. 


Yet, it is this remark about socialism that 
more than anything else, seems to have 
brought down an avalanche of wrathful de- 
nunciation upon Donald Soper, not only for 
that statement alone, but for his general advo- 
cacy of pacifist principles. 


* 


It is strange and sad that a belief in arma- 
ments as a means of destroying a_ political 
ideology, still persists among Christians, who, 
of all people, must know that the whole of 
the armed might of Rome failed to silence 
the voice of the founder of the Christian 
church. 


It is more than time that it was realised 
that the killing of Communists will no more 
preven the spread of Communism than 
<iHing Christians prevented the spread of 
Christianity. 

ll ts, moreover, a confusion of the issue to 
assert that no Christian should stand aside 
and rmit anti-Christian doctrines to be 
spread, since not to stand aside need not be 
synonymous with taking up arms. There are 
other ways of dealing with evil forces than 
by going to war, as Jesus himself proved. 

Yet, it is so often the avowed Christian 
who repudiates the doctrine of turning the 
other cheek, which is the direct antithesis of 


still liable 


Hon. Member his assurance. The Intention 
is fo proceed in the same way as the previous 
Government did under the Reserve and 
Auxillary Forces (fraining) Act, 1951.” 
(This was the Act which uwuthorised the 
recall of the Z reservists.) 


COs were occupying the attention of both 
Houses on December 3. On the same day, 
Lord Chorley moved the first reading of the 
National Service (Conscientious Objectors) 
Bill, for the benefit of the National Service 
man who, having finished his whole-time ser- 
vice, becames a CO while he is still liable for 
part-time service. 

Alt present, he can apply to an advisory 
tribunal only. after court-martial and receipt 
of a sentence of three months, and then ae 
by the grace of the Service department. The 
Bill proposes that he shall have the legal right 
to go to a local and, if necessary, appellate 
tribunal, without “qualifying by being 
court-martialled. It 18 expected that the 
second reading will take place in February. 


We are grateful to these guardians of liberty. 
But we know that they make these efforts on 
behalf of a numerically insignificant minority. 
Only a handful of Z reservists objected to 
recall for training, despite the liberal provi- 
sions which were made, 


Fortified by that experience, and secure in 
the knowledge that millions of men can be 
recalled at a moment's notice, and that they 
will go, Churchill could face Bermuda with 
confidence, and shape his policies accord- 
ingly. 

Conscription itself will 


partly determine 
what those policies shall be. 


Mk GIFT, SUBSCRIPTIONS (9 weeks’ supply of Peace News) 28, 6d, ....:t...03 WT the 


(Card with your greciing enclosed with 
N Christmas Number), 


advocdted unilateral disarmament, Can he honestly say it would be a Christian 
act of our Prime Minister to disbund our armed forces, destroy our weapons © 
war, and thus open more lands to the disc 

Letter in Daily felegraph, December 7, 1953. 
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SYBIL MORRISON cx 


Is it not the case that Dr 
He has stated that young men should 
Cun it be suid that it would be @ 


of her godless creed? He has frequently 


iples of anti-God? 


5 % ; i 
“standing aside,” and yet is totally differt® 
from either threatening war, or declaring 


On the contrary it is a positive action I 
peace which is unmistakable, and unpé 
cative, 


It 18 suggested that to disband our arm 
would open the world to the domination on 
Communism ; no nation, of course, has “5 
done such a thing as destroy all its weapon 
and therefore, it is not possible to prave i 
this would happen. 


The apposite policy, however, hag beet 
tried, and the nations have built up the mos 
formidable array of horror weapons thal Ls 
world has ever known; in spite of whit 
Communism continues to spread. 

The constant threat of force of the mou 
appalling kind, the refusal to talk with » 
Kremlin except against a background Pe | 
bombs and bayonets is not, in fact, preventi®y | 
Communism from spreading, but on the 
trary is welding more closely the East I 


the West. 
* 


Had these Christians who put the whalt 
blame upon the Soviet Union and denow® 
its rulers as godless and anti-Christ, consele i 
liously objected to fighting alongside 4) 
Russia in the last war, their attitide W | 
at least be comprehensible. If their anste 
to that is that the end justified the meath 
is well to remember that the Communist 6% | 
trine is also based upon that wholly un-Chiit 
ian creed, ij 

If Christians themselves will not set an | 
ample they ean scarcely expect the " gadlost 
to do so. It is not possible ta reconcile ii? 
teachings of Jesus with war, and Christ 
who try to do so can only find them ; 
accepting the doctrines of those whom they 
condemn. ' 


If the Prime Minister were in fach ® 
“turn the other cheek” by offering disam™™ 
ment as a bets for talks, he might discavtt 
when he had gone “the second mile,’ 
the way to peaceful co-existence with athe ta) 
men who have not yet embraced the Christi} 
faith was clear before him. Surely this woul 
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be port pete to the test Pronpa 
tee Fe 
An_ overseas department and | child 7 


exchange is being organised by Peter Peter’ | —__ 
of the German War Resisters’ Internationale” 
He asks all interested in exchanging child THE 
for holidays, desiring pen friends, or wishife 
for holiday exchanges to communicate wit 
him at 
Pinneberg b. Hamburg, 


Hirtenweg 7, From 
Germany. 
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BRIEFLY... 8 

New Zealand pacifisty who undertook a 14 thorit 
day pence caravan trip included a visit 14 Politicg 
the Dunedin railway workshops and a bi tom re 
engineering works in their 1,700 miles tout. 
Pacifism with gloves off," was warn Icey 
welcomed, A. C. Barrington said. Many re; 
_ New Editor of Voice of the World Citiz" ee 
is Martin Jackson, a CO at present doi) any Tal 
alternative service. j Side war 
ee a enter tne i The 
Pax Christi League ley a M 
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| Canon of Westminster bur real 
Dr. A. D, BELDEN Makes th 
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